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THIS WEEKS NEWS 
PAGE 
THE SECOND of the series of drawings ‘‘ Changing 
London,” specially executed for The Builder by 
H. Frank Hoar, is given this week. Frontispiece 


MonTAGU House, Whitehall, is being demolished to 
make room for the new Government offices. 574 


MobELs illustrating the basic approach to architecture 
as conceived by students in the Preliminary School of 
the A.A. School of Architecture—‘* Desert Island 
Design,” as it has been called—are illustrated. 575 


JHE FIRST POST-WAR LABOUR EXCHANGE, ‘“ Hythe 
House,” Hammersmith, designed by Messrs. Yates, 
Cook and Darbyshire, F.R.I.B.A., is described and 
illustrated. 576 


Tue Sir William Whitla Hall, the Queen’s University, 
Belfast, for which plans were prepared by John 
MacGeagh, A.R.I.B.A. (Edward Maufe, R.A., consul- 
tant architect), has recently been completed. The 
building is described and illustrated. 580 


Mr. MICHAEL WATERHOUSE, P.R.I.B.A., in his in- 
augurating address marking his second year of office, 
described to R.I.B.A. members his reactions to 
American building and architectural practice, following 
his recent visit to the U.S.A. as a member of the 
Building Productivity Team. 585 


THE REPLACEMENT Of outworn standard by-laws by a 
building code as a means of building economically was 
suggested by Mr. Henry Braddock in his presidential 
address to the Architectural Association. 587 


A ust of proposals and suggestions for building 
projects being discussed in the provinces in connection 
with the Festival of Britain arrangements has been 
prepared from information reaching the Festival’s 
headquarters in London. 588 


THE CONTRIBUTION the education programme would 
make towards economy in capital investments has 
been announced by Mr. George Tomlinson, M.P., 
Minister of Education. He urges that more school 
places must be got out of every £1,000 spent on building 
and more school places out of every 1,000 sq. ft. of 
accommodation. The Minister also points out that 
some education authorities are building schools more 
economically than others and that what one authority 
can do in this direction others can do. 589 


AT THE CONFERENCE at Blackpool on October 26 and 
27, the joint executive councils of the building trade 
unions approved a resolution for the deferment of a 
6d. an hour basic wage increase claim. An official of 
the N.F.B.T.O. informs The Builder this week that 
employers are to be approached with a view to evolving 
a mutually agreed and jointly controlled incentive 
payments scheme. 590 


Mr. Scott SUTHERLAND, a member of the staff of the 
Dundee College of Art, has been awarded first premium 
of £200 in the competition for designs for the Com- 
mando War Memorial to be erected near Achnacarry. 595 


HOUSING AND ECONOMICS 


‘THE Economy Debate has come and gone. A docile 

majority in the House of Commons has “‘ approved the ° 
lines of action to deal with th> present economic difficulties.”’ 
Any lessons the public may have been expected to learn 
from the Debate are lost in limbo and the matter is laid 
to rest until next Budget Day. But we now know the worst 
—for the present. Distributing the sacrifice as “‘ fairly as 
possible,” the Government have decided that one-half 
of the cut in capital expenditure (totalling £140 million) 
is to fall on the building industry. Assuming that no more 
than one-third of the cost of building and civil engineering 
works is represented by wages, 80,000 building trade workers 
must transfer to other industries, taking their chances of 
lower wages and bearing the brunt of the unemployment 
which will be inevitable in the change over. This does 
not sound like ‘* fair shares for all,” not even for the under- 
housed public which is likely to lose 20,000-25,000 houses 
as a result. 


It is not intended to impair the structure of the social 
services; these the Government intend to preserve, even to 
the extent of retaining the costly local authority housing 
programme and placing almost the whole burden of the 
housing cut upon private enterprise and the potential home 
owner. Admitting that it is ** foolish to cut down expendi- 
ture designed to improve production,” the Government 
appear to take the view that a badly housed people, par- 
ticularly at the middle and higher executive level, will be 
able to deliver the goods as efficiently and quickly as a 
well housed people. 


In the desperate circumstances of the present time one 
cannot grumble at the decision to slow down expenditure 
upon the long-term capital projects of the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power, although this will mean less and dearer coal, 
an export which did in the past and could in the future go 
a long way towards reducing our adverse trade balance. 
The postponement of capital expenditure upon educational 
works is a belated admission that the decision to raise the 
school-leaving age (when we had neither the buildings, the 
equipment nor the teachers to enable advantage to be taken 
of the extra year) was too hasty. The reduction of the food 
subsidies, which will of course add to the cost of living, 
is merely another disavowal of the Chancellor’s dangerous 
optimism—that except for an additional penny on the loaf 
devaluation would add nothing to the cost of living. Some 
proposals, e.g., the charge up to one shilling on the making 
up of doctors’ prescriptions, suggest a partial closing of the 
stable door after the horse is gone. Others (the cut of 
£30 million on defence) may suggest blasting away the locks 
and hinges from the doors of the Bank of England. A sorry 
programme, although it does suggest that at long last it is 
realised that something is rotten in the state of England. 


We are concerned principally with the outlook for build- 
ing. The building industry has suffered and will, we are 
afraid, suffer still further from the so-called planning 
imposed by Government departments. Only a few short 
years ago thes2 departments expressed their intention (and 
they held to their opinion in the face of the vigorous pro- 
tests of all sections of the industry) to increase the numerical 
strength of the industry to two million men. When a 
knowledgable critic exclaimed ‘‘ Heaven protect us from the 
planners,” he was near ostracised as a sacrilegious scoffer. 
Fortunately the ranks of the industry were not unduly 
swollen after the war. If now we lose these 80,000 men to 
other industries we know, from oft-repeated experience, 
that few will return. Our costly apprenticeship and training 
schemes will have been in vain. Few of the industries 
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manufacturing building materials are able to export in 
competitive markets; further men will become unemployed 
in these industries and will have to transfer their service, 
making whatever sacrifice is necessitated by official in- 
eptitude. 

** The Nation,” said Mr. Attlee, “‘is where a private 
individual sometimes finds himself,” meaning that it had 
to retrench. Certainly many in the building industry 
will find themselves appreciably nearer to bankruptcy than 
iscomfortable. They will not lack for respectable company ; 
local authorities, burdened by excessive subsidies and 
grants in aid for a housing programme that might well be 
left to private enterprise and private finance, are travelling 
the same road. National solvency cannot be achieved by 
private bankruptcy. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer stated the task facing 
the Government in these terms:—*‘ We must keep down 
demand whether in respect of personal consumption, 
capital cost or Government expenditure.” So far as 
personal consumption is concerned he is content to exhort 
the people to consume less and save more. Capital expendi- 
ture is cut by 74 per cent., but in such a way that no one will 
feel any adverse effects before the next Election. The 
reduction of the cost of the Festival of Britain (by £1 million) 
is a particularly small-minded gesture when one remembers 
that when the Government committed itself to this Exhibi- 
tion it did so on the grounds that it was a potential dollar 
earner. 

The programme of cuts in Government expenditure falls 
into two categories, namely, economies in administration 
and curtailment of services not essential to Government 
major policy. That there should at this late date be any 
expenditure under this latter category is a serious reflection 
upon the manner in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has guarded the public purse. 
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A WISE DECISION 


WE congratulate the Executive Council of the Nationa! 

Federation of Building Trades Operatives on the 
decision to defer their claim for a wage increase of 6d, an 
hour. This wise decision may act as an example to Trade 
Union organisations in other industries who have not been 
so amenable to advice of the Trades Union Congress that 
wage levels must be pegged. 


The further decision of the N.F.B.T.O. to urge a wider 
application of bonus payments will also be welcomed, 
Higher earnings are to be encouraged when they are related 
to increased production. The difficulties in agreeing q 
satisfactory basis for bonus-on-output in the building 
industry are very great, but they are not insuperable 
Where well-considered bonus schemes have been introduced, 
it has usually 
have been increased, and the cost of the labour content 
in a building contract consequently reduced. The numbers 
of building firms who have changed over to payment by 
results or bonus-on-output is steadily increasing. 


We have already drawn attention to the probable reduc. 
tion in the number of building trades workers which will 
follow the cuts in capital expenditure. This will upset the 
economy of the building industry to a regrettable extent, 
The decision of the Trades Unions not to press their mis. 
timed application for an increase in the hourly wage rate 
is, in these circumstances, all the more welcome. Their 
policy, it is clear, is to press for the extension of rational 
incentive payment schemes which have a vital part to play 
in shortening the building time and lowering the cost of 
building. Improvement of operatives’ living standards 
depends now less upon an increase in basic wages than upon 
rewards for better output. We are gl.d to note that the 
employers are to be approached in this light. 








Froin’ ‘the A.A. Members’ Exhibition. 


ST. PETER’S, ROME. From a watercolour by H. Frank Hoar. 


Lent by courtesy of Col. J. R. Leonard, R.A. 


(See page 574.) 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Mr. Waterhouse’s Second Barrel. 


HE custom prevailing at the Royal 
Institute of electing a President for 
two years means that the architect 
accorded that high honour takes the field 
as leader of his profession armed with a 
double-barrelled shotgun. Should the 
first barrel fail to blast a clear path for 
the advancement of architectural thought, 
the President has a second chance in the 
There may have been 
some, like ourselves, who thought that 
Mr. Waterhouse’s aim last year was a 
little wide of the mark, but there can be 
no question among those who were at the 
R.LB.A. on Tuesday night that his second 
Presidential address scores an unques- 
tioned bull. It was among the most 
stimulating papers heard for some time 
in the Henry Jarvis Hall. 


Mr. Waterhouse, as a member of the 
Productivity Team from the building 
industry, has only recently returned from 
America, and while his address in no way 
was intended to anticipate the official 
report of the visit, the audience had the 
advantage of hearing at first hand an 
account of what was evidently a highly 
stimulating trip. Three factors emerged 
as distinguishing the American building 
scene from our own: first, the divergence 
of the outlook on permanence of struc- 
ture; second, the belief shared by manage- 
ment and men that high rates of produc- 
tion are essential to individual and col- 
lective success; and third, a spirit of utter 
competitiveness in every walk of life and 
every outlook which, in the President’s 
words, “is not mere commercial com- 
petitiveness, but rather a natural resultant 
expression of that self-conscious indi- 
vidualism so characteristic a feature of 
their code of living.” 

Against this background the American 
contractor’s habit of requiring fully 
finalised drawings and _ specifications 
before tendering falls naturally into place. 
The quantity surveyor, as we know him, 
has no place in the American set-up. The 
programme is planned as regards pro- 
gress and material at an early stage, and 
clients (and architects) are actively dis- 
couraged from making major alterations. 
It is incontestable, as the President said, 
that advantages of free choice of 
materials, a> competitive labour market 
and a freedom of the controls of one or 
more of half-a-dozen Government depart- 
ments give the Americans peculiar advan- 
lages at present, but the blame for our 
British lack of pre-planning cannot all be 
laid on existing conditions; even in the 
comparative days of plenty before the 
wat builders’ voices were continually 
being uplifted on this subject. 

The lesson of the American trip, if we 
take Mr. Waterhouse aright, is that we 
in Britain must reconsider our position. 
Do we want high productivity on which, 
we fully believe, our economic future 
depends? If so, may we not find that it 
depends upon a complete adjustment of 
things fundamental to our way of life? 
In the President’s words: “ Do we want 
to? Must we? Can we?” Each one, 
ttuly, must answer this for himself, but 
very soon we as a country must answer it 
collectively, and Mr. Waterhouse earns 
le industry’s gratitude for posing it in 
his stimulating address. 

Warm tributes to the quality of the 
paper and to Mr. Waterhouse’s personal 
contribution as a member of the Produc- 
tivity team, were paid by the Minister of 
Works (Mr. Charles Key), Mr. Robert O. 
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Lloyd (leader of the Productivity team), 


Mr. T. C. mull, Mr. W. R. Cowen, Mr. C. 
Gordon Rowlands and Mr. Robert H. 
Matthew. The evening was brought to 
a close by the presentation to Mr. 
Matthew of the Diploma of the Distinc- 
tion in Town Planning. 


Mr. Braddock’s Address to the A.A. 


Mr. HENRY BRADDOCK’S presidential 
address to the Architectural Association 
on October 26 drew a full house to 36, 
Bedford-square, filled with the dual desire 
to hear the President expound his archi- 
tectural philosophy and to pay tribute to 
a man who, as student, member of staff 
and member of council, has long been a 
kingpost of the Association’s structure. 
The address, reported in this issue, was 
a mixture of idealism and the facts of 
architectural life, as the President sees 
them. Points stressed were the need for 
an absolute integrity on the part of the 
architect towards the public, his brother 
practitioners and his Institute; a plea 
for dissociation of the functions of 
administration and design in central 
and local government building and the 
substitution of a system of briefing of 
architects; and a restatement of the need 
to set up a workable system of inter- 
professional consultation between the 
architect and the allied consulting pro- 
fessions. Finally, the President referred 
to the disparity in the scales of fees for 
public authority work. Curiously enough, 
this last point was not referred to in dis- 
cussion in which participants, while 
freely exercising their pet hobby-horses, 
all united in paying a genuine tribute of 
affection and respect to the President. A 
stimulating evening, even if rather more 
serious than some we have known. 


American Gomestic Architecture. 


ONE could wish that the exhibition of 
photographs of houses in the U.S.A. 
which opened at the Building Centre on 
October 31 was more comprehensive 
than it is. A series of excellent photo- 
graphs, which would gain in interest by 
being accompanied by some plans, illus- 
trates the development of domestic archi- 
tecture in the United States up to the pre- 
sent time. The earlier work is perhaps 
more interesting, and examples of the 
work of Samuel McIntyre, Charles Bul- 
finch, Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin 
Henry Latrobe are shown, to the last- 
named there having been ascribed the 
title of the “father” of the architectural 
profession in the United States. Cer- 
tainly the charming simplicity of his 
Decatur House, Washington, one of the 
few of his houses still standing, indicates 
a standard which his contemporaries and 
those who followed would have done well 
to emulate. 

The exhibition, which has been loaned 
by the United States Office of Informa- 
tion, remains open for a month, the hours 
of opening being Mondays to Fridays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Saturdays, 10 a.m.- 


‘1 p.m. 


Professional Announcements. 


Mr. Bast, C, Deacon, F.R.I.B.A., of Deacon 
and Gude, 9, St. Paul’s-square, Bedford, and 85, 
George-street, Luton, has taken into partner- 
ship Mr. Antoony R. Laine, A.R.I.B.A. The 
firm will in future practise under the title of 
Deacon and Laing. 

Mr. C. V. Buumrietp, B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.I.C.E., 
M.I.Struct.E., has opened a new branch office at 
D.136. Dukesway, Team Valley Trading Estate, 
Gateshead-on-Tyne, and will be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues at that address. 

Mr. R. H. Miiprep, A.R.I.C.8., A.T.Arb., char- 
tered quantity surveyor. has commenced in prac- 
tice at 84, Quneen’s-road. Bristo! 8. where he 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Monday, November 7. 

Society or Enoinesrs.—‘‘An Explanation of 
Current Building Costs,” by Mr. W. E. Hum- 
phrey, Geological Society, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, W. 5 p.m. 

Roya INstTiTuTION oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS.—- 
Winner ot the President’s prize will read his 
paper. 12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m 
_ TimpeR DeveLopment _AssociaTion.—‘* Timber 
in Building (1),” by F. D. Silvester, F.B.1.C.C, 
Maidstone Technical College. 7.15 p.m, 


Tuesday, November 8. 


Hovusinc Centre Trust—‘‘ The Reconstruc- - 
tion of West Ham,” by Mr. T, E. North 
F.R.I.B.A. Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, S.W.1. 6 p.m 


Wednesday, November 9. 
TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
** The ee eT of Planning,” by Mr. B. J 


Collins, LC.S. The Planning Centre, 28, 
King-street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 
{fHousinc Centre Trust.—A.G.M. and = an 


address by Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, 
M.A., F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I. 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, 8.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
Surveyors (LONDON aNnD Home Counties Brancn), 
—A programme of films on “ The Painting of 
Buildings.” Caxton Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m 

1L.M.B.A. (CentRAL AreEA No 1).—82nd A.G.M. 
Derry and Tom’s 


preceded by a_luncheon. ) 
i High-street, W.8. 


Kestaurant, Kensingion 
12.45 p.m. 
Orrice AppLIANceE TRADES AssociaTIoN.—Open- 


ing by Mr. Anthony Eden of the ‘ Business 
Efficiency Exhibition.” Empire Hall, Olympia. 
W.14. 11 a.m 


Ministry or Worxks.—‘‘ Changes in Building 
Technique,’ by Mr. R. Fitzmaurice, B.Sc, 
Medical Theatre, University, Edmund-street, 
Birmingham. 7 p.m. 

MINisTky oF Works.—‘‘ Techniques and De- 
vices for Improving Bricklaying Output,” by 
Mr. C. 8S. Thompson, A.M.I.Mech.E.. Technical 
College, Lincoln. 7.15 p.m. 


Thursday, November 10. 
Ministry oF Works.—‘ Economy _in_ Tradi- 
tional House Building,” by Mr. N. S. Pippard. 


Main Hall, Baptist . Church, Queens-road, 
Coventry. 7 p.m. 
Friday, November 11. 
INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.—‘‘ The 


Engineering Implications and Evonomics of 
Surface Preparation of -Mild Steel Prior to 
Fabrication,” by Mr. W. A. Johnson, M.A. 
Storey’s Gate, St. James’s Park, London, 8.W.1. 
5.30 p.m. 

MINistry OF WorKs.—‘‘ Economy.-in_ Tradi- 
tional House Building,’ by Mr. N. S. Pippard. 
Technical College, Cauldon-place, Stoke. 7 p.m. 

Saturday, November 12. 


BuitpinGc Teachers’ CoNFERENCE.—A_ conference 
for building teachers. ‘Technical College, Eger- 
ton-road, Twickenham, 10.45 a.m. 

EccLesIoLoGKaAL Society.—A visit to All Saints’ 
Church, Franciscan-road, Tooting, and afier- 
wards to the Church of the English Martyrs, 
Sireatham, 2.30 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 © 
Saturday, November 3, 1849. 


Many of the farmsteads erected in the 
present day are defective and wasteful, 
as well as inelegant, the direction of such 
constructions being too often confided to 
men quite unfit for the task. We would 
urge upon proprietors and farmers the 
pressing necessity which has arisen for 
greater attention to this and every other 
matter affecting the profitable working of 
land. They must not be contented with 
doing what their fathers have done if 
their sons can do better. Let them not 
be afraid of what is new, or be led to 
disregard the teaching of science; let 
them adopt the best principles of con- 
struction; avail themselves of every local 
advantage; and, in order that they may 
do this, take good advice early. Archi- 
tects themselves, being comparatively 
seldom applied to on such matters, have 
not turned their attention to them, and 
may usefully think a little more on the 
subject than they appear to have done 
in two or three instances which have 
lately come under our notice (From a 
leader). 
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The garden front. Below: The dining room. 


The Renovation of Clarence House 


H™. THE KING designated Clarence House 
* as the official residence of H.R.H. the Princess 
Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh, and H.R.H. 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, in November, 
1947; £50,000 was voted by Parliament for 
reconditioning and redecorating the house, which 


had been used as war-time offices since the death 
of the Duke of Connaught, the previous occupant. 
Little had been spent on the house since it was 
rebuilt by Queen Victoria’s second son, the Duke 
of Edinburgh, in 1873 ; consequently much needed 
to be done in the way of installing electric lighting, 
heating, and up-to-date service to equip it as a 
modern residence. The renovation, carried out by 
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Princess Elizabeth’s sitting room. Below: The Duke of Edinburgh’s sitting room. 


the Ministry of Works, was only completed in 
July, 1949, when Their Royal Higknesses took 
possession. The furnishings, pictures, etc., have 
been almost entirely provided by the wedding 
presents which Their Royal Highnesses received. 
Clarence House, adjoining the west end of St. 
James’s Palace overlooking The Mall, was originally 





built from designs by John Nash, incorporating an 
older house, for William, Duke of Clarence. When 
he succeeded to the throne as King William IV, 
he and Queen Adelaide continued to reside at 
Clarence House. Later it was occupied by the 
Duchess of Kent, mother of Queen Victoria, after 
whose death it was reconstructed. 
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THE ROYAL ACADEMY 


SCHOOLS 
Prizegiving Day 

THE vast galleries of Burlington House 
are never cosy at the best of times, and 
when rain drips incessantly from the high 
roof to form a series of pools on the 
floor, the atmosphere is more than 
usually cheerless. It was in these rather 
dismal conditions that the Royal 
Academy of Arts’ prize distribution 
ceremony took place on October 26. 

Students and others turned up in good 
strength, however, to witness the simple 
proceedings After presenting the prizes, 
Mr. Philip Connard, R.A., in a_ brief 
speech, ‘urged the students to make a 
careful study of the works of the time- 
honoured masters; in particular, the great 
Italian painters and British landscape 
artists, for there was more valuable pro- 
fit to be derived from them than from 
the modern painters., He further pointed 


out that paintings were not necessarily. 


good because they were bright and flam- 
boyant; generally, the best were “ quiet.” 
The work of the architectural students, 
under the guidance of Professor A. E. 
Richardson, was praised by Sir Alfred 
Munnings, who was not present, but who 
sent a letter read out by Mr. Connard. 

The meeting ended somewhat abruptly. 
The spate of words normally con- 
nected with-% occasions was not 
forthcoming. A few present might 
have considered that. something about 
which to be thankful, but they 
could have been wrong. Did nobody 
except Mr. Connard have anything 
worthwhile to say to these students? The 
only conclusion to be drawn is that they 
did not. Perhaps these ceremonies are now 
regarded as being less important than 
they once were! 


Exhibition of the Year’s Work 


TPHE year’s work of the Royal 

Academy Post-Graduate School of 
Architecture, on show at Burlington 
House, illustrates to perfection the value 
of tradition and scholarship as the neces- 
sary balancing element in large-scale 
design projects. This school (it limits its 
number of pupils to a dozen) has as its 
principal Professor Richardson, R.A., 
assisted by Mr. Marshall Sisson, and 
between them they guide the theories of 
a small number of post-graduate students, 
usually for a period not exceeding one 
year. 

Such a system of teaching as this is 
obviously of tremendous value; the per- 
sonal touch is essential in architectural 
teaching, and the controlled numbers at 
the R.A. enable this to be achieved. 
Again, the year’s work consists largely of 
the design of one large project. There 
is time enough to. grapple with the largest 
scheme, and the handsome prizes offered 
by patrons of the school, and by the 
Royal Academy itself, are in themselves 
extremely encouraging. : 

The study of one particular building 
during the year is undertaken. this year 
the subject being Somerset House, and 
what finer choice could be made? This 
method of architectural dissection, so to 
speak, could well be followed by other 
schools, for it is probably a rare thing 
for a young architect to possess anything 
like a complete knowledge of one parti- 
cular building. This study has also 
resulted, in the case of the R.A., in some 
charming drawings of Chambers’ master- 
piece. 

The year’s “setpiece” was an art 
museum in a university town; the Fitz- 
william site at Cambridge was used, and 
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Mr. E. Lloyd Hughes, from the Bir- 
mingham Scheol of Architecture, pro- 
duced a scheme notable for its fine 
breadth of treatment. Incidentally, this 
particular scheme won the Royal 
Academy prize of £300. Mr. J. H. 


Staplin’s work for the same subject won. 


second prize, presented by Lord Fair- 
haven. Other outstanding work included 
a design for a City church by Mr. A. P. 
Sanford. Here, again, a good scholarly 
approach was evident, and the scale of 
the building looked well-nigh perfect. 


To any young architect, just qualified, 
having the wherewithal to live for a year 
without a paid job, a course at this school 
would be of great value. Under proved 
teachers, the problem of designing in the 
grand manner can _ be _ thoroughly 
studied. The prizes offered are hand- 
some, and although everybody cannot 
win one, the value of the year’s study 
itself is worth a great deal. Professor 
Richardson and Mr. Marshall Sisson are 
to be congratulated upon their work at 
the school, a school which forms some- 
thing of a cultural oasis in this very 
workaday architectural world. Bor: 


Demolition of Montagu House. 

Many, passing down Whitehall and 
noticing the breaking up of Montagu 
House, will regret the disappearance of 
this familiar landmark, with its slightly 
Frenchified appearance of early Victorian 
sedateness. It is of some special interest 
as having been designed by a Scottish 
architect, William Burn (1789-1870), the 
son of Robert Burn, who designed the 
lighthouse-like Nelson Memorial on the 
Calton Hill, Edinburgh. 

William Burn is chiefly known in that 
city for the drastic restoration and re- 
facing (1829-c.1833) of St. Giles’s Cathe- 
dral; he practised there for 20 years be- 
tween 1816 and 1836, and came to Lon- 
don to serve Scottish families in 1844. 
Montagu House was built about 1859-62 
for the then Duke of Buccleuch. It was 
taken over by the Ministry of Labour 
in 1916, and the familiar and pleasant- 
looking huts between it and Whitehall 
were added about the same time. 

The demolition is, of course, necessi- 
tated by the enlargement of the govern- 
ment offices between Horse Guards- 
avenue and Richmond-terrace, to the 
design of Mr. E. Vincent Harris, R.A. 
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PAINTINGS AT THE A.A. 


MPHE exhibition now on the walls of 
the members’ rooms at the Architec- 
tural Association is well up to standard, 
Over 100 drawings are on show, most 
of them competent, many interesting and 
some quite first-rate. What is of parti- 
cular note is, as one experienced observer 
remarked, that the subjects show in many 
cases that the authors have selected and 
treated their subjects not as architects 
but as painters. The interest for them and 
for us has obviously lain in the use of 
technique to get over an idea rather than 
merely to reproduce a subject. It would 
be surprising if there were not some fail- 
ures, but in painting it is sometimes better 
to travel hopefully. 

There is a faint surrealist flavour about 
the front members’ room where P. M. 
Hill’s “‘ Fossil Sponge Cavity in a -Flint,” 
John Penn’s “Moonlight” and Sam 
Scorers “The Professor discussing 
Geometry with his students” all have 
interest, as have two drawings in the 
Library by Enrico De Pierro. Very 
nearly a completé success is S. L. Moles- 
worth’s “Gorge du Tarn,” an oil which 
loses full marks only through some loss 
of perspective values. Oliver Cox uses 
crayon and ink most effectively in two 
sketches of Bath, ‘“ Somerset Place” and 
“ Bathwick Bridge,” the former being 
particularly successful. Hugh Casson, 
whose series of hunting scenes distin- 
guished last year’s show, has only two 
drawings in this year’s exhibition, but one, 
“Excavations: the South Bank,” is a 
beautiful example of his particular tech- 
nique of pen and colour. Another suc- 
cessful effort in this medium is K. G. 
Browne’s “Hadrianic Baths:  Leptis 
Magna.” 

No A.A. Exhibition would be com- 
plete without works by E. B. Musman, 
Julian Leathart and P. J. Westwood, and 
all three are in good form, Leathart’s 
“Hog Hill Mill, Sussex” having the 
authentic Downs flavour. Other pro- 
mising efforts are David Oakley's “ Am- 
boise-sur-Seine ” and Gabriel Epstein’s 
“S. Marco, Venice: Evening Mass” 
(well worth closing the corridor door to 
see). But perhaps the most successful 
picture is H. Frank Hoar’s “St. Peter’s, 
Rome” with its magnificent perspective 
values and a depth of tone remarkable 
in a watercolour. A fine picture. 








Design and model by J. 
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Design and model by D. W. Steel. 


Design and model by E. S. Barber. 


THE A.A. SCHOOL : 


Pig ed URE is the disposition and design of 
buildings; building is the enclosure of space for 
some activity of man. . In your first A.A. design 
project you are asked to forget the complex activities of 
modern man, to forget the specialised ‘ cells ’ of the house, 
to forget ‘Architecture’ and return to the simple problem 
of enclosing a space, a shelter for habitation. You must 
try, like the savage, to be direct, simple, resourceful. You 
are asked to design this shelter without the aids or products 
of the modern industrial world, to enclose it with the 
simplest materials nature has to offer, and by means of the 
simplest hand tools. ... You are asked to imagine 
yourself, with your wife, as the hero of some Robinson 
Crusoe type of story . you have to build a shelter for 
yourself, and its design can be determined only after 
a_ thorough examination of your living requirement 
(function) and the proper use of materials near the site 
(technique). . 
With these instructions set by the Principal, Mr. R. 





Design and model by H. G. Pope. 


“Desert Island” Design 


Furneaux Jordan, 63 students in the Preliminary School of 
the A.A. School of Architecture set off on a voyage of 
architectural discovery which has produced some remark- 
able results. Some chose to be cast away in a tropical 
jungle with heavy rainfall, others landed in one of a choice 
of temperate valleys, while the remainder ended up in 
mountain forests (presumably dropped by plane) with 
snowfall. The students had to take into account the 
effect of climate and site on the structure; remember that 
man gives the scale of the structures he builds ; and that 
smoke from the fire must be let out, light must be let in and 
weather kept out. 

A small selection of the models which resulted from the 
worked-out theses were shown at the A.A. on the evening 
of the presidential address. Four of them are illustrated. 
These and the majority of the schemes show logic in 
approach, ingenuity in devising structural solutions and a 
remarkable skill in executing the models which offers high 
promise for the future. 
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“HYTHE HOUSE” 
HAMMERSMITH, 
W.6 


The First Post-War 
Labour Exchange 


YATES, COOK AND 
DARBYSHIRE, F.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 


THs building in Brook Greer- 

road, by Hammersmith Broad- 
way, has been built for occupation 
by Government Departments. Of 
the five storeys, the ground and 
first floors have been planned asa 
Labour Exchange. As the first 
of the post-war Labour Exchanges 
it is equipped with the latest standard 
interchangeable fittings, affording 
flexibility in coping with changing 
labour conditions. These depart- 
ments have been planned by the 
Ministry of Works architect’s staff. 
A silent call system and the tele- 
phone wiring are incorporated in 
underfloor ducting and fluorescent 
lighting has been installed in the 
public rooms. The second and 
third floors and part of the fourth 
floor are for the accommodation 
of Inland Revenue staff, the remain- 
der of the fourth floor being equipped 
as acanteen. Site conditions allowed 
the building to be planned to give 
excellent natural lighting in all 
parts. On the opposite side of the 
main road is an open space pro- 
viding a pleasant prospect from the 
front offices. There is access to the 
rear of the site for vehicles. 

The building is steel-framed with 
solid reinforced concrete floors and 
brick cavity walls, an interesting 
feature of which is that the outer 
thickness of brickwork is supported 
on steel angles so arranged that the 
brick courses are uninterrupted by 
any projecting bands. To give the 





Elevation to Brook Green-road. 


required standard of thermal insula- 
tion, the cavity walls are left unven- 
tilated and all concrete roofs are 
lined with wood wool slabs laid as 
permanent shuttering. 

All the latest economy standards 
have been observed in both con- 
struction and finishings. Internal 
wall surfaces are plastered through- 
out with the exceptions of the 
entrance halls, staircases and lava- 
tories, which have terrazzo dados ; 
precast terrazzo tile paving is also 
laid in these areas. The floor 
finish elsewhere is 12 in. by 12 in. 
coloured asphalt composition tiles. 

A low-pressure hot-water heating 
installation with radiators has been 
laid on, the main riser being housed 
in a central duct which in addition 
accommodates all gas, water and 
other services, also plumbing, all 
of which is internal, and flues from 
incinerators on all floors. 

Four lifts have been installed, a 


pair to each entrance hall; all are 
fitted with Duplex Collective Con- 
trol to Ministry specification. 
Messrs. Allen Fairhead and Son, 
Ltd., were the main contractors, the 
sub-contractors being as follows :— 
Steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd. ; floor 
slab reinforcement, British Rein- 
forced Concrete Engineering Co., 
Ltd. ; Portland stone facings, The 
South Western Stone Co., Ltd. ; 
lifts, Waygood Otis, Ltd. ; heating 
and hot water installations, Smeaton 
and Sons, Ltd. ; electrical installa- 
tion, Phcenix Electrical Co., Ltd. ; 
flooring, Korkoid Decorative 
Floors, Ltd. ; terrazzo, Diespeker 
and Co., Ltd. ; steel windows, Jas. 
Couper and Co., Ltd. ; sanitary 
fittings, Wiggins Sankey, Ltd. ; 
asphalt, Ragusa Asphalte Paving 
Co., Ltd. ; balustrading, Palmers, 
Ltd. ; door furniture, Nettlefolds, 
Ltd. ; and telephone underfloor 
ducts, Key Engineering Co., Ltd. 
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The staff canteen. 


HYTHE HOUSE, HAMMERSMITH, W.6. A lift and staircase landing. 










JOHN MACGEAGH, 


i ee purpose of this building is to 
provide accommodation for the 
examinations and public gatherings 
associated with the work of the 
University. The internal arrangements 
are, therefore, devised to suit the 
several requirements, rather than to suit 


ARCHITECT : 


BUILDER 


THE SIR WILLIAM WHITLA 


FOR THE QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY, BELFAST 
EDWARD MAUFE, R.A., CONSULTANT ARCHITECT 


any one particular use. Building work 
was begun in 1938 and the hall would 
long have been in use but for the war. 

The entrance front overlooks the 
great forecourt, whilst the west front, 
having terraced approaches, faces on 
to University-road. The east front 
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HALL 


provides the service entrance and 
private entrance to the vice-Chancellor’s 
reception room. A spacious and lofty 
entrance hall gives easy approach to 
the auditorium, through inner crush 
halls and staircases. There is seating 
accommodation for 1,500. people distri- 
buted on the ground and gallery levels. 
The platform seats a further 100. 


Reception rooms, service kitchens 
and retiring rooms adjoin and can 
be used for many purposes. Rooms are 
provided for broadcasting, and for 
lantern, film and sound projection, and 
there is ample storage accommodation 
underneath the platform and in a 
spacious basement. 


The plan, form, section and construc- 
tional features of the interior are on 
traditional lines. Columns support the 
narrow side galleries and clerestory 
walls of the auditorium. 


Throughout the building the walls 
are plain rough grit plaster, flat painted, 
together with a certain amount of 
acoustic tile surfacing. The construc- 
tionally-beamed ceiling of the entrance 
hall and the plaster diaper pattern 
ceiling of the auditorium will have 
specially designed colour decoration at 
another time. 


The floors of the entrance and exit 
halls, and staircases, are finished in a 
combination of travertine terrazzo, 
black Belgian and cream travertine 
marbles. Rubber of a mottled beige 
colour covers the floors of the crush 
halis and lobbies adjacent to the inner 
sanctum, also of the entire gallery area. 
The ground floor is of oak boarding, 
whilst the walls at this level are panelled 
in English oak, finished silver grey. 
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The entrance hall, 


The panelling terminates as a high dado on the walls 
of the platform, whilst the organ screen, rising to the 
acoustically-shaped ceiling, is of the same material. 
The screen is furnished with the carved and painted 
arms of the University. Floors of the retiring rooms 
are finished in cork and wood block. 

Gates, handrails and balustrading are of wrot iron 
and bronze. A shield bearing the arms of the 
University, in modelled low relief, cast bronze, painted 
heraldic colours, is placed on the balustrading of the 
gallery crush hall at first-floor level and overlooking 
the entrance hall approach. 


The low relief plaster modelling by Gilbert Bayes, 
in large panels on the walls of the entrance hall, depicts 
music and drama. 

The artificial lighting is a combination of normal 
and fluorescent lamps in fittings designed by the 
architects, in association with the manufacturers, 
while heating and hot water are provided by solid fuel 
boilers with automatic feed. A controlled air system 
augments the heating of the auditorium and provides 
for controlled ventilation. 

Externally, walls are faced with English hand-made, 
rough-surfaced bricks. Clipsham stone is used for the 
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View of west terrace. 
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An interior view looking towards the platform and organ screen. 


The sub-contractors and suppliers included : Harland and Wolff, 
constructional steelwork ; William Jamison, Clipsham and York 
stone ; Buckley Brick Co., facing bricks—Belfast representatives, John 
McNeill, Ltd. ; T. Murphy and Son, stock bricks ; W. Clokey, glazing 
and mirrors ; Johnston Bros. and Wilson, heating and ventilation ; 
John Dowling and Sons, Ltd., internal plumbing and sanitary fittings ; 
W. Coates and Son, Ltd., electrical contractors ; Troughton and 
Young, electric lighting fittings ; Yannedis, door furniture ; The 
Belfast Office Equipment Co., representing the Birmingham Guild, 
bronze heraldic shields, cast lead fascia, handrails and stacking chairs ; 
Newalls Insulation Co., acoustic tiling ; Toffolo, Jackson and Co., Ltd., 








Below: A corridor. 


terrazzo flooring and marble work ; John P. White and Sons, Ltd., 
oak panelling, doors, organ screen and carved heraldic shield ; M. 
Mercer and Sons, Ltd., painting ; Purdy and Millard, letter carving ; 
John McQuillan, Ltd., avenues ; Hill and Smyth, gates ; H. Laverty 
and Sons, gate piers ; Dunlop Rubber Co., rubber flooring ; Messrs. 
“Old Bleach ’’ and Campbell Drennan, curtains and blinds; E. H. 
Pearce, cork flooring ; Compton Organ Co., Ltd., organ; Thos. 
McGowan, asphalt roofing ; Radio Development, loud speaker and 
public address installation ; Smiths English Clocks, Ltd., electric 
— ; G. B. Kalee, Ltd., gallery chairs ; and Williams and Watson, 
windows. 
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THE R.1L.B.A. INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
Mr. Waterhouse on the Lessons of the New World 


H's reactions to the American build- 

ing scene as it presented itself to 
him as a member of the Building Produc- 
. tivity Team which has recently returned 
from a study of American building 
methods in the North-Eastern triangle of 
the U.S.A, formed the subject of Mr. 
Michael Waterhouse’s address inaugurat- 
ing his second year of Presidency of the 
R.1.B.A., at 66, Portland-place, on Tues- 
day evening. The President made it clear 
at the outset that nothing he was saying 
anticipated the findings of the Report 
which will shortly be published. He paid 
warm tributes to his colleagues, especially 
to Mr. Robert Lloyd, leader of the team, 
and to Mr. Paul Hoffman and Mr. Bill 
Kimbel, of Economic Co-operative Ad- 
ministration, and Mr. Philip D. Reed, 
joint chairman of the Anglo-American 
Council on Productivity. 

Mr. WATERHOUSE said :— 

In my observation, the philosophy of 
life of the American in his outlook 
towards work is extremely direct and 
simple. Like so many of their other out- 
looks it is so practical and common-sense 
as hardly to merit the name Large 105 7 
rather it is part of his normal make-up. 
He is determined to enjoy life to the full. 
He knows that to achieve this he must 
give of his best towards it if he is to get 
the most out of it. He must have money 
if he is to get anything out of it. To have 
money he must work and, in a country 
of keen competition, must work hard. 
True, therefore, to his determination to 
enjoy life he enjoys work and enjoys’ it 
not only for what he gets out of it but 


also for its own sake with the delight and’ 


satisfaction that comes of doing a job to 
the best of his ability. This spirit I found 
to permeate all ranks and strata of 
society. 


Differences in Building. 

To turn to the differences between us 
as they affect building. The first and 
greatest is that of climate-and its effect 
on the standards ‘both of comfort and of 
necessities. The Englishman, until he 
goes there, does not realise that the tem- 
perature for five months of the year is 
Arctic, and for another five Tropical, and 
that normal conditions as. he knows them 
only exist for two months. In summer 
the rich, the luxury buildings and the 
larger shops and offices overcome this by 
air conditioning. The others, ‘by 
thorough ventilation and insulated con- 
struction, tolerate the heat with modified 
discomfort.. In winter all must be warm. 
This means that every house, however 
small or cheap, must be heated through- 
out. In this respect what to us is a 
luxury is to them a necessity. ‘One effect 
of the heating necessity is the almost uni- 
versal provision of a basement and one 
of the most remarkable features of small 
house planning is the ingenious way in 
which this is used, not only as a cool 
place in summer and a warm place in 
winter and also to take the place of ail 
outbuildings and serve as utility room, 
washhouse, store, but further, it is used 
to secure extreme simplicity and economy 
in planning and cost of plumbing, heat- 


ing, hot-water supply, electric services and , 


drains, 

Another feature of extreme divergence 
between the British and American outlook 
is that on permanence of structure. To 
them a house 20 years old is-old; that ‘is 
to say, it is old-fashioned. Old-fashioned 
means out of date, Out of date to them 


means that it would be better out of the 
way. This feeling, which is obvious in 
all small house building methods, applies 
with almost equal force in the larger and 
more solidly built houses and even to 
office buildings and stores.. With the fore- 
going in mind it will be appreciated how 
difficult it is to make any true compari- 
son between the countries. 


Belief in High Productivity. 

It will be recalled that in the official 
Press statement issued on our return, we 
summarised our conclusions on the over- 
all cost of building in the U.S.A. as com- 
pared with this country, and commented 
on the various incentives which resulted 
in higher productivity by the individual 
there, whatever his position in the 
industry. This higher productivity—a 
word which has been well defined as “ the 
ratio of the production of wealth (goods, 
services, human satisfaction) to human 
effort expendable *—was the kernel of 
our objective. 

As we pointed out in our Press state- 
ment, it is not true that the American 
building operative works at 50 per cent. 
greater speed, or puts into his work that 
increase of effort. Nor indeed would 
this 50 per cent.. figure alone account 
for the difference between the ratios of 
building cost to wages in the two coun- 
tries. The secret of American produc- 
tivity lies in many other factors. Chief 
among them, I think, is “ productivity 
consciousness” and the fact that there 
the building industry has this objective 
just as firmly in mind as does any other 
simpler or “ factory ” industry. 

It was said by the British Steel 
Founders’ team of their industry. that.:— 
“ First, last and all the time manage- 
ments are actuated by the belief that 
high rates of production are essential to 
individual and collective success. Workers 
at the bench, at the machine, and at 
the .office, subscribe to this belief. This 
belief is not era Seypnesec cc appre- 
ciation; it has a emotional hold 
upon the whole body of American indus- 
trial thought.” With this. statement I 
most heartily agree and to my mind it is 
in this factor that lies one of the major 
differences between our. two nations. 

This spirit has for long actuated em- 
ployers and employees in the American 

uilding industry and in the architectural 
and engineering professions. The prac- 
tical application of it in the building in- 
dustry, as I see it, has been that employ- 
ers have realised that as the building 
operative on the job is almost, if not 
ry: the highest. paid artisan in the 

S.A., reduction of cost can only be 
attained. by reduction of job man-hours 
to a minimum, and by seeing to it that 
each of .those job man-hours’ produces 
maximum result; Shop hour rates are 
cheaper and “shop production” gives 
greater volume of gutpat per man-hour. 
The result is a carefully thought out 
“production line” technique applied as 
far as possible throughout the industry. 


The Factory Mind on the Job. 

It ‘is this ‘ factory-mindedness ” that 
results in. so much of the work on the 
job consisting of the assembly: of ready- 
made—factory-made—call them _ pre- 
fabticated, if you like—units, rather than 
‘the making .of ‘things on the job. It is 
true, of course, that this.applies to the 
sub-trades and fitters’ work more than to 
‘heavy work..- But once this factor has 
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been observed and notice taken of it in” 
yisiting sites, it is remarkable. how often 
its effect can be observed. For example, 
fn one of the latest skyscrapers, 100, 
Park Avenue, New York, the outer walls 
are sheets of insulated aluminium. alloy, 
of the largest size that can be handled, 
which fit into vertical mullions running 
the full height of the building. These 
sheets alternate with aluminium win- 
dows fitting into the same mullions. The 
whole is a “wall-sheet and window” 
assembly job. 

The application of the technique of car- 
pentry, joinery, supply or electrical work 
I will leave to our Report, where it will 
be dealt with in detail. 


Two Aspects of Craftsmanship. 

You may say that this spirit tends to 
the elimination of, and is the negation 
of, craftsmanship. In many ways this is 
true. You can observe on all sides 
much work which to our eyes is below 
standard. Here again we are up against 
the difference of national outlook. If a 
thing is good enough for its job, or as 
good as you can expect for the price, 
what more does the American expect? 
With us it is a proverb “ good enough is 
no good,” to them it’s “just the very 
thing you want.” A perfect example of 
difference of basic concept of idea. To 
their mind swift assembly, quick produc- 
tion, adequate performance, are of them- 
selves a form of craftsmanship. At the 
same time one can see in many places, 
in masonry, in decorative work, in all 
sorts of materials—marble, stone, wood, 
metal, glass, terrazzo, plaster—examples 
of fine craftsmanship of which any nation 
can be proud. They can do it where and 
when it is wanted. 

The production-line spirit naturally 
leads me to. speak of mechanisation. This 
is a subject too technical for this evening. 
I will only leave with you one thought 
based on a dictum of a Buffalo architect. 
It is this: “ We Americans are the laziest 
nation upon earth. We invent machines 
to do for us anything we do not’ want to 
do for ourselves or anything we don’t 
want to pay anyone else to do. The 
result is we get more done than any other 
people in the world and employ more 
people.” 

The Competitive Element. 

Any thoughts on American productivity 
lead us naturally to the feature which is 
described in the Steel Founders’ Report 
as being the “ governing factor in: Ameri- 
can industry”—Competition. This is 
indeed true, and as true of the building 
industry as any other branch. This point 
was stressed in our first statement, and it 
cannot be too strongly emphasised that jit 
is the basis and keynote of that invigorat- 
ing tempo of life so characteristic of the 
U.S.A. You may say that, in our industry 
at home, competition exists both in the 
tendering for jobs, in the effort to keep 
down costs on the job and in the spirit of 


trying to give best value so as to keep a 


valuable reputation once gained; and that 
this applies equally to our profession. 
True—but these are very minor matters 
compared to the utter competitiveness of 
every walk of life and every outlook upon 
it that pervades the spirit of life over 


-there. This spirit is not mere commercial 


competitiveness. Jt is rather a natural re- 
sultant expression of that self-conscious 
individualism which is so characteristic a 
feature of their code of living. 

There are, however, two sidelights that 
I cannot refrain from remarking upon. 
The first I draw from an American writer 
who points out that.they do not desire to 
make money for its own sake: but for its 
effect upon their standard of living and 
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comfort and the position thus secured, 
and the opportunities of improving this. 
One result of this is to eliminate any 
streak of meanness in the making or the 
spending of money. The second, from 
my own observation, is the way in which 
the spirit of co-operation and team work 
can be, and is, intensified by this com- 
petitiveness. 

Each man working for a contractor 
knows that he has to give his best if he 
is to keep his job. If he can’t, some other 
guy will get his job. But he also realises 
that it is only by this means that his boss 
can do the job in time and make it 
pay. He wants his boss to succeed, and, 
apart from any material benefit to him- 
self, he takes a pride not only in his own 
gang doing its best to make the job pay 
but he also takes a personal pride in his 
firm’s success. A remark typical of th’s 
was made to me by one operative. “ Why, 
I wouldn’t work for a bum firm. Id 
sooner see them out of business.” This 
illustrates also that keen outlook by which 
the test of efficiency is applied from below 
as well as from above. 

A natural. but at the same time very 
noticeable feature resulting from this 
“ competitive-mindedness ” is the remark- 
able development of the art of salesman- 
ship. And a very high art it is, as well 
as an all-pervading one. To live one 

_ must succeed: To succeed one must sell 
one’s goods. To sell one’s goods they 
have got to be made to attract the pur- 
chaser. But in all professions and, indeed, 
in all walks of life, there is something 
more than mere articles to sell. A man 
must put over his own personality—his 
ability—his skill. It is only thus that he 
can swim freely in the sea of competition 
instead of treading water. floating or 
sinking. 

Another feature which makes the task 
of the salesman easier is what I would 
call their “ new min ” or spirit of 
experiment. It is all a part of that dif- 
ference of outlook on permanence of 
which we spoke before. It is almost true 
to say that they are so accustomed to 
improvements, and to the fact that most 
of their changes are improvements, that 
they instinctively think that if a thing is 
new it must be good. One interaction of 
this on their lives is an almost complete 
lack of compunction against change of 
any type. Change of employer, change 
of job, change of place, change of occu- 
pation. Almost a negation of all those 
things which to us forge the links that 
form the chain of tradition. 


U.S.A. Architects’ Standing. 


On general matters, I would first remark 
on the standing of the architectural pro- 
fession in the eyes both of the public 
(that is to say clients and potential clients) 
and the industry. In the eyes of both 
they have—and must have individually 
if they are to survive—a reputation for 
keen business efficiency and complete 
“know how” of their job. Their sales- 
manship of this is good and is backed by 
results. I would say that their advice 
and opinion are regarded more as we 
accept the advice and opinion of a first- 
class medical or. surgical consultant—as 
without question the best professional 
advice available. The fallacy so com- 
mon to the British lay client’s mind that 
because he lives in a house he must know 
all about it; including how to build it, 
does not obtrude itself there. The client 
there adopts the attitude: “ It’s the -archi- 
tect fellow’s job to know his job and to 
advise me how best to spend my money.” 
The architect’s attitude: “This client 


chose. me to do this job because he 
thought I could do it best: If he doesn’t 
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accept my ideag and advice, let him find 
another architect.” You may consider 
that I exaggerate if I say this is universal. 
but I assure you that it is the dominant 
attitude, and I would remind you of the 
characteristic art of salesmanship. That 


being the attitude on design and artistic- 


merit, the quality of business efficiency 
either proves itself, both to the client 
and contractor, in the course of the work, 
or the reverse. Should it fail, so does 
the architect. 

They have in many ways followed the 
technique of the building industry in 
the trend towards simplification with the 
objective of unit assembly to secure the 
benefits of shop work, or prefabrication. 
or repetition of units, towards economic 
building. | They show remarkable in- 
genuity in diversity of assembly of such 
units to dissemble the monotony of exact 
repetition, and to develop the artistic 
conception of a flexible: architecture of 
interchangeable parts. 


No Bills of Quantities. 


One of the major differences between 
the two countries is, of course, the fact 
that the quantity surveyor does not exist 
in America as a separate profession; con- 
sequently there are no bills of quantities 
to form the basis of the contractor’s 
tender. The contractor must have full 
information on which to tender, or, as 
they say, bid. This in the absence of 
quantities can only be supplied by draw- 
ings, fully finalised and complete in every 
respect, and supported by a specification; 
both prepared, in accordance with the 
standard practice of the American Insti- 
tute of Architects, by the architect in con- 
junction with the structural and mech- 
anical engineer. It is impossible to em- 
phasise too strongly the fourfold effect 
that this. practice has. It means that at 
time of bidding the main contractor has 
the job before him complete in every 
detail; that all sub-contracts are let at the 
same time as the main tender; that con- 
tractor and sub-contractors can not only 
agree and arrange the inter-relation of 
their works and plan their programme and 
timing accordingly but also that they can 
order ahead all their materials. And 
finally it acts as a most formidable deter- 
rent to the productivity-conscious client, 
or indeed to his architect, to prevent 
either changing his mind during the pro- 
gress of the work in view of the costli- 
ness of such alterations. 


It is little exaggeration, I consider, to 
say that almost 50 per cent. of American 





Michael Waterhouse, M.C., 
President of the R.1.B.A. 


: Mr. 


‘and 





November 4 1949 





superiority in productivity is due to pre- 
planning and careful organisation before 
site work begins, and that the majority of 
this preplanning is made possible only by 
the completeness of information at bid- 
ding stage, and the fact that the contrac- 
tor does not have to wait for information 
on any point during the course of the 
works. 

The matter of the quantity surveyor I 
must leave to our final Report, I can 
only say that the advantages of our sys- 
tem of independent quantities have been 
advocated by many Americans, and that 
the system was run by a large firm for 
about 20 years, but that the firm did not 
survive. And finally, that whereas | said 
that the fact there were no quantities 
made it incumbent on the architect to 
complete all drawings before bidding 
stage, this does not need to be taken as a 
reflection either on our quantity sur- 
veyors or on their system. 

There is every reason why the British 
architect should be sufficiently conscious 
of the benefits of preplanning to secure 
that all drawings are available at the 
same time as the bills and that all sub- 
contracts are lettable at the same time. 
It is incontestable, of course, that, under 
present conditions, America has the re- 
sources to enable the building industry 
to take full advantage of preplanning and 
organisation, and that the factors that 
make for these advantages are freedom of 
choice of supply of material, abundance 
of suitable material, and a competitive 

bour market. 


Some British Obstacles. 


Incontestable, too, that these advan- 
tages are denied to us by the economic 
situation. At the same time, however, 
we have other obstacles that could be 
overcome, restrictive limitations that 
could be done away with, improvements 
that could be made towards the aim of 
allowing some of the benefits of pre- 
planning to take effect. 

Although I said I could not forestall 
our Report, I cannot help hinting at 
them here in case they do not appear 
there in full force. We architects often 
hear from contractors the complaint 
that the job is begun before our draw- 
ings are finished or sub-contracts essen- 
tial to the programme are predetermined. 
True—also too: true, and too often true. 
But this can never be the desire of the 
good architect, seldom the wish of any 
architect, and, I would say, seldom 
really his own fault. We badger our 
clients to. make up their minds so that 
we can finish our drawings, a task that is 
frequently impossible for them even if 
they know definitely what they would 
like to have. An industrial client, for 
example, may be unable to obtain from 
his plant suppliers precise information and 
details which ought perha 

rated in floor or foundation drawings 
by the architect and engineer. But apart 
from special examples of this type, there 
is one dominating difficulty. It is one that 
I suggest. could be swept away. very 
quickly by any Government that was 
either productivity-conscious or economy- 
minded—or better still, both. 

‘ In contrast with the simple procedure 
of the U.S.A., which normally requires 
only conformity with published’ codes, 
regulations or standards, all our plans 
a drawings for any building pro- 
ject have to be submitted to a 
galaxy of Ministries, Departments or 
Authorities,- local or otherwise, for 
approval. 
duty bound—either because of its own 
importance, its special knowledge or to 
satisfy the sénse of efficiency of its own 
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officials—to compel, or at least forcibly 
suggest, some alteration. These alterations 
frequently are unacceptable to one of the 
others, and perhaps overlap the sphere 
of another—Town and Country Plan- 
ning, Health, Education, Supply, Board 
of Trade, Labour, Distribution of 
Industry, local authorities, to mention 
some. All and. each have their greater 
or lesser whack, either at the principle, 
or the actual planning, or appearance 
of the scheme. Last, if not before, 
comes .Ministry of Works and Licensing. 
All under the shadow of the Central Land 
Board, the gloom of the Development 
Charge and its depressing effect upon 
enterprise, whether public or private. 

No conscientious architect can advise 
his client, however bottomless his purse, 
to instruct him to prepare complete 
working drawings, specification and bills 
of quantities for a project in the hope 
that it will pass intact, unaltered, un- 
singed through all these infernal fires, 
to receive the Crown of Licence on its 
virgin brow, with the accompanying 
instruction that “work must be com- 
menced within two months.” Of course 
not. We submit, in our client’s interests, 
the minimum to pass this inquisition, 
and when that minimum emerges months 
later—perhaps a shadow of its original 
self, perhaps even unrecognisable — we 
have to start work on site in two months 
on pain of forfeiting our licence or miss- 
ing our steel allocation for the period! 

No wonder that. apart from the client’s 
natural impatience at the months of 
frustration and delay, our working 
drawings. can, under these conditions, 
hardly ever be complete before work 
begins. . No wonder that full bills 
of quantities are supplanted- by a 
schedule of prices, approximate quanti- 
ties and a mass of P.C. items and pro- 
visional sums. 

If only all the various Ministries and 
other bodies who have to approve pro- 
jects (and feel they must alter something 
in each) could be replaced by one 
central determining body imbued with 
the power and desire to act and deter- 
mine quickly, imagine all the manpower 
of skilled men in our profession who 
could be released to do positive creative, 
instead of negative, work. But 
apart from this and above _ such 
matters, important as they are, it is 
tealised by many thinking persons that 
the building industry, entering as it does 
into every phase of life — domestic, 
cultural, industria) and commercial — is 
fundamental in the economic recovery 
of the nation. 


Do We Want Higher Productivity? 


I adhere to my promise not to fore- 
stall either our Report or our conclu- 
sions. I do, however, feel free to put 
to you a basic question that was put 
by the Steel Founders in their Report 
and to leave you to ponder your own 
reactions to that question as it relates 
to our industry. 

The question is this: Is high produc- 
tivity really desired by the British 
building industry? 

There. is. much to reflect on .and 
remember 
Think of the difference of outlook in such 
matters as permanence: or impermanence. 
Tradition, or mere adequacy for purpose. 
Craftsmanship on the job, or shop 
assembly... Other - points’ that I have 
touched. on.. The Steel Founders’ say 
bluntly. of their own - industry. that, 
according to the Economic Survey, there 
is only: one alternative to high produc- 
tivity—starvation.. We must: -ask our- 
selves: is that true either of our industry. 


before giving the answer.; 
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or of its effect on the national life? If 
true, to what extent must we change our 
methods? Would that necessitate a com- 
plete change ot outlook? If so, do we 
want to? Must we? Can we? 

What [I have said this evening has 
been an attempt to put before you as 
I saw them some of those differences 
between the two nations which are deep 
at the root of the choice that has to 
be made in the answer to these questions. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Bradford City Architect 


To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 
S81 am writing to correct an im- 

pression which appears to have 
become current in certain quarters, to the 
effect that the Bradford City Council has 
decided that the City Architect’s Depart- 
ment is to come under the City Engineer 
and Surveyor in respect to housing. 

The City Council has abolished three 
committees, including the Housing Com- 
mittee, and has set up in their place a 
Public Works committee. In this re- 
organisation of committees it has taken 
away certain duties, not only of the City 
Architect but also of the City Treasurer 
and of the Medical Officer of Health, and 
has placed them on the City Engineer 
and Surveyor. So far as the City Archi- 
tect is concerned, only that part of his 
duties which comprised the designing of 
the housing schemes and the arranging 
of housing contracts has been trans- 
ferred to the City Engineer and Surveyor. 

The movers of the special resolution 
which established this new set-up desired 
that the City Architect should still be 
responsible for “the designing of the 
houses.” It appeared that what was in 
the minds of the movers was that the 
City Architect should prepare designs 
suitable for submission to committee, 
but that once having reached that stage, 
the City Architect was to withdraw, 
leaving the City Engineer and Surveyor 
to prepare the necessary working draw- 
ings, determine the materials, prepare the 
quantities and arrange and control con- 
tracts or carry out the work by direct 
labour. 

The City Architect, quite rightly, in my 
opinion, declined to be a party to such 
an arrangement and, after further con- 
sideration, the City Council has trans- 
ferred the duty of “designing the houses ” 
to the City Engineer and Surveyor, so 


.that he is now to be fully responsible for 


the future housing programme. The City 
Architect’s department is one of the 
oldest, if not the oldest, independent 
architectural departments of a local 
authority, having been formed in 1900. 
It will retain this status under the new 
arrangement and will in no way be 
subordinate to any other department. Its 
duties have been curtailed with regard 
to housing only, for the City Architect 
will still continue to carry out his other 
duties, and as these include all architec- 
tural work. for committees, - amongst 
others, responsible for education, health, 
welfare, children, transport, markets, 
baths, libraries and art galleries, the, post 


still retains its importance, and its status. 


in relation to all committees excepting 
housing remains unimpaired. 

It:is a:matter of deep personal regret 
to me that Mr. Castle has resigned this 
post, for it is one which offers’ wide 
opportunity and scope for architectural 
expression. 

Austin HAIGH, 


Chairman of the Finance-City: 


Architect’s. Department 
Sub-Committee. 


Town Hall, Bradford, Yorks. 
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THE ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 


Mr. Braddock’s Presidential Address 


(THE Architectural Association opened 
a new session by a meeting at 36, 


Bedford-square, W.C.l, on October 26. 


Mr. S. E. T. Cusdin occupied the chair, 
and Mr. Henry Braddock, A.R.LB.A., 
delivered his Presidential address. 

THE PRESIDENT said that the war of 
1939-45 had brought a new world and, 
looking back upon the years that had 
preceded it, he saw that the architectural 
profession then had almost completely 
failed to make itself felt. This was not 
surprising, remembering that only a 
relatively small percentage of building 
activity had come under the hand of 
an architect. But the profession became 
associated in the mind of the public with 
the whole output of the building industr 
—good, bad and indifferent—and in self- 
defence architects must work towards 
becoming responsible for all building, 
and should endeavour to make the pro- 
fession worthy of being so. To this end 
it must be incumbent upon the Archi- 
tectural Association and other schools to 
teach the need for professional integrity, 
not only towards those whom architects 
served, but also as a first commitment 
towards the art and science of architec- 
ture, and towards the profession as a 
whole. 

Whatever anyone might say, the 
architect finally took responsibility, and 
he must tighten his supervision and: re- 
affirm his right to refuse acceptance of 
inferior materials and workmanship—a 
right he had given away during the war 
in face of emergency. 


The Need for Loyalty. 


The architect, continued the President, 
was indispensable, and this indispensa- 
bility placed a responsibility upon his 
shoulders. The architect must accept 
this responsibility with faith and con- 
fidence in himself. We lived in an age 
of organisation, and if architects were 
to play their proper and special part 
in it, they must look to their leaders 
and to their organisation. They should 
give their undivided support to the 
R.1.B.A. Differences among architects 
were a disservice to architecture and to 
those whom the architect served. Divi- 
sions of interest were another disservice: 
it was to be hoped that one day town 
planning and landscaping would again 
find their propér places as departments 
of architecture. 

Speaking of present conditions, the 
President said that architects no longer 
served only a select few. They were the 
servants of the whole community, and 
this fact increased their responsibility 
and required them to assume active 
leadership in all matters within their 
skill. The war-time development of 
Ministries and local authorities was 
likely to remain. Building. could: no 
longer take place without reference to 
one or other Department. Through these 
Ministries thé Government controlled the 
supply of building and were, directly or 
indirectly, the ‘only financiers of build- 
ing development. “ If reconstruction and 
development are to be a great artistic 
and scientific: contribution to the better 


environment and comfort of the public,” 
’ there must be a considerable change in’ 
the technique of administration so ‘far 


as it concerns building,” continued Mr. 


Braddock, “and this change must pro-' 
» vide for a limitation of the extent to’ 


which. ‘the various’ levels «of «public 


. 








inistration penetrate into the actual 
business of designing and erecting build- 
ings. This is not to say that buildings 
designed and erected under the direction 
of some of our large official offices are 
not of interest and merit, but in the long 
run this kind of office will tend to weaken 
the profession rather than strengthen it, 
and will not make for a vigorous archi- 
tectural skill. Architectural achievement 
and progress must depend on the free 
_ play of the individual designer assuming 
Full responsibility for what he does; 
there is more than enough to be done 
at all administrative levels in dealing 
with the new conception of planning and 
control.” 


Briefing the Architect. 

The drawing of a brief capable of pro- 
ducing the best out of an architect re- 
quired two things. First there must be 
an understanding of what an architect 
did, and how he did it; and, next, the 
brief should be complete and expressed 
in the right terms. In official circles the 
work of the architect was still far from 
being understood. For example, it was 
a complete falsification of the use and 
purport of an architect to ask him to 
undertake the layout of a building site 
to which predetermined buildings were 
to be added. The brief must accept the 
completeness of each problem and must 
include the essential information regard- 
ing financial limitations. The solution of 
each problem within an economic limit 
was bound to be a compromise, and the 
terms of the architect’s brief must allow 
for that. No instructions to an archi- 
tect should stipulate the total floor area 
of a house, or its separate rooms; nor 
should the dimensions of a class-room or 
the floor proportions of an assembly hall 
be laid down. Rather the purpose of 
the building and its rooms should be 
more clearly defined, with the number of 
persons using it and an indication of 
essential equipment, and so on. This, 
related to the limitation of cost, would 
enable a building to be designed which 
would fulfil its purpose and have some 
chance of remaining within the bounds 
of what could be afforded. 


Need for a Building Code. 

“Tt is possible,” declared the President, 
“to design and build a house at an 
economic rent without any loss of com- 
fort, convenience and efficiency provided 
that the compromise between space, 
equipment and finish is given expert and 
imaginative consideration, and provided 
also that outworn standard by-laws are 
revised or replaced by a building code. 
But unfortunately each separate factor 
which should help form the basis of a 
brief assumes an exaggerated importance 
in the eyes of one or other official expert, 
totally unaware of wider implications 
than those that concern himself and 
unbending in his authority. Nevertheless, 
efforts are being made in some quarters 
to bring the briefing of the architect into a 
satisfactory state, and in this connection 
the work of the Kent County Council 
must be acknowledged.” 


Another matter which should be under- P 


staod by clients was that a building when 
completed was still of consequence to its 
architect... It was. distressing to. revisit 
work and find it being misused, neglected 
or.. spoilt by iti or redecorations 
prescribed by i people. The.archi- 
tect was entitled to be consulted whenever 
additions. or redecorations .were to be 
undertaken, and: he should. be . allowed 
by personal visits to see sat gn of 
Maintenance. wasp tly carried. out. 

. burning to the uae ip of architects 
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with members of: allied professions, the 
President said that architectural theory 
was advancing towards an ever closer 
relationship between planned space, struc- 
ture, equipment and. quality. Comnse- 
quently, it required an ever closer co- 
operation between architect, engineer, in- 
dustrialist and operative; but there was 
no satisfactory and efficient system of 
inter-professional consultation sufficient 
to f the demands of modern practice. 
A serious effort should be made to see 
how architect and consultant could best 
work together, and to determine the rela- 
tionship of the consultant to the client 
and contractor. 

The address concluded with a reference 
to fees. Under present conditions, said 
the President, housing was undertaken for 
something between one per cent. and 
one and a half per cent., flats between 
three and five per cent., schools at five and 
a half per cent., and so on. But housing 
needed the utmost skill and attention, 
and flats needed no less skill and attention 
than schools. It might be that architects 
were expected to subsidise work done for 
one per cent. with that done for five or 
six per cent.; but accepting such an 
arrangement did not fortify the position 
of trust which the architect assumed in 
the expenditure of public and private 
money. 


Discussion. 

Mr. Howard ROBERTSON said the 
kernel of the President’s argument was 
that the task of the architect was to main- 
tain and encotvage the integrity of the 
architect towards those whom he served, 
towards the art and science of architec- 
ture and towards the profession. The 
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President lived up to. that ideal... The 
President had mentioned official archi- 
tects: the proper attitude towards. them 


was to encourage them in every way = 
e. 


improve _ their position vis-a-vis 
authorities they served. They were 


-architects first and officials second. 


Mr. C. H. ASLIN said he was in com- 
plete agreement with Mr. Braddock as 
to the kind of brief an architect should 
have, and in the Ministry of Education 
they were getting briefs of the kind they 
wanted. The President seemed ‘to be 
under the impression that local authori- 
ties had some sort of overriding control 
of the architects they employed, and were 
more likely than private chents to inter- 
fere with the architect and his work; but 
he had found the contrary to be the 
case. 
Mk. R. A. DUNCAN said matters depended 
to a very high degree upon the individual. 
To reach his highest development the 
individual must serve the community and 
be the epitome of the community as a 
whole, but he remained an individual and 
functioned as an individual. 

Mr. ANTHONY Potr said they would 
only get united behind the R.I.B.A. if 
professional discussion was more free. 
There was not enough of it either in the 
R.I.B.A. or the A.A. 

Repiying to these and other speakers 
the President said he hoped he had not 
given the impression that he wished to 
throw any kind of aspersion on the offi- 
cial architect. The pity was that the 
official architect, where one was em- 
ployed, was too: much occupied with 
organisation and control. 
that was the fact that in so many cases 
there was no official architect at all. 





THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN, 1951 


Proposals and Suggestions in. the Provinces 


MANY provincial authorities through- 

out the country have been engaged 
in recent months in considering propo- 
sals and suggestions regarding their activi- 
ties in connection with the Festival of 
Britain, 1951. 

In several instances there has been a 
desire to mark the occasion by erecting 
new public buildings, reinstating war- 
damaged property, dedicating part of the 
normal housing programme or carrying 
out improvements to existing buildings. It 
is not clear how far these suggestions may 
be affected by the cuts in capital invest- 
ments announced by the Prime Minister. 

However, the following list has been 
compiled following a visit by a represen- 
tative of The Builder to the Festival of 
Britain offices in London, although it is 
emphasised that in some cases the works 
envisaged are based on little more than 
a suggestion. 

BRISTOL.—Rebuilding of Colston Hall. 

CHELTENHAM R.D.C.—Building of eight 
houses at Stanton. 

R-LE-STREET.—An old people’s 
retreat. 

DARLINGTON.—Provision of flats for 
sore people and a sports centre in South 
ark. 

FULHAM.—Rebuilding of the Grand 
Theatre, Putney. 

GODALMING.—A comprehensive scheme 
for the development of the’ riverside, in- 
cluding a bathing pool. 
jeer Ciree theatre» and youth 
club. 


HoRNcHURCH.—Provision ‘of hostel for 
aged sick. } af . ) 

ILFORD;—-The ‘completion. of a sports 
arena and the building of a community 
centre and’ a new: branclt libratys.. > 


Ipswicu.—Restoration of. St. George’s 
Guildhall. 

Kine’s Lynn.—Restoration of St. 
Geerge’s Guildhall. 

LANCHESTER R.D.C.—Village. hall. 

LEAMINGTON.—The building of a new 
conference hall, the construction of an 
open-air ease | pool and the restora- 
tion of reg! Walk. 

LEISTON (SUFFOLK).—New public hall. 

LIVERPOOL.—Reinstatement of St. 
George’s Hall. Pavilion for concerts. 

MANCHESTER.—Rebuilding of the Free 
Trade Hall as a permanent home for the 
Hallé Orchestra. 

Newport (Mon.).—Completion of civic 
centre. 

Norwicu.—The provision of a. new 
art gallery at the Castle Museum. 

PLYMOUTH.—The conversion of Buck- 
land Abbey into a museum ‘and cultural 
centre, and the provision of a commu- 
nity centre. 

BURY.—The rebuilding and refur- 

nishing of Mill Hall as a museum. 

SEVENOAKS.—Construction of a hall for 
entertainment purposes, or an open-air 
swimming pool. 

SOUTHEND.—Completion of the Cliffs 
Entertainment Pavilion. 

Torquay.—Completion of concert hall 
and new promenade in Princéss-gatdens. 

Yorx.—-Several proposals ‘have ‘been 
made, nace E those for the restoration 
of ‘St: Anthony's Hall, the reconstruction 
ofthe Shambles area, the building°of a 
new market ‘hall, the constfuction of a 
halt to:hold ‘the civic ‘records: and’ the 
rebuilding of ‘the old ‘council’ chariber 
and ~~ we as oe 
ana ectural competition 
for flats - a in The Builder, Sep- 
; By © airu tely ef ree: 
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CUTS IN THE EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
** More school places for every £1,000 spent ” 


DETAILS of the cuts to be made in 
educational building following the 
Government economy measures an- 
nounced by the Prime Minister in the 
House of Commons on October 24 were 
given by Mr. GEORGE TOMLINSON, 
Minister of Education, when he opened 
the Arthur Mellows Village College at 
Glinton, near Peterborough, on Oct. 26. 

The Minister said: 

“To reduce the danger of inflation, 
and to produce conditions more favour- 
able for the export drive, on which our 
food and raw materials depend, we have 
to make some reduction in the nation’s 
investment programme. Very well; it is 
reasonable that the educational building 
programme should be expected to make 
some contribution. But we must not.re- 
duce the momentum which the school 
building programme has gathered so 
slowly and laboriously since the war. 
The Government recognise and intend 
to meet the statutory obligation 
to provide for the increasing num- 
bers of young children coming into 
the schools. We had already sketched 
out estimates of the numbers. of 
additional school places which will need 
to be available in three to four years 
time, and the present cut does not affect 
our determination to go through with 
this programme. 


Economical Design and Construction. 


“Perhaps that sounds at first like a 
contradiction; how can you build as many 
schools with less money, less labour and 
less materials? The answer is simple: 
we must get more school places out of 
every £1,000 we spend on building—more 
school places out of every 1,000 square 
feet of accommodation. As a matter of 
fact, I have been making speeches for 
months now, arguing that we could and 
should reduce the cost of school build- 
ing. And to show that that was not 
just Ministerial wishful-thinking I have 
been quoting comparative figures show- 
ing that some local education authori- 
ties are building schools far more 
economically than others. What can 
be done by one authority can be done 
by others, and I am confident that by 
close co-operation and constant consulta- 
tion between authorities and the Ministry 
we can so reduce the costs of school build- 
ing that even in the new situation des- 
cribed by the Prime Minister we shall be 
able. to maintain this central part of our 
progiax.me. 

“Here is one piece of evidence. 
Various authorities have recently discus- 
sed with the Ministry’s architects pre- 
liminary plans for a number of schools. 
In five of these cases, picked out at ran- 
dom, we found that as a result of this 
informal consultation we could save from 
10 per cent. to 17 per cent. in the area 
of the buildings, and from £15 to £35 
in the cost per place. by this means alone. 
That gives some idea of what can be 
done if we all get down seriously to 
solving the problem of how to build 
more school places for less money. 

“But I believe we have to face a 
period of several years in which this 
problem will remain acute, and we cannot 
rely only on economies in planning and 


in techniques of construction to seé us, 


through. We have to think out afresh 
how much accommodation we really 


must have in our schools and how each. 
part ‘of that accommodation ¢an be used 


most fully. 


“I think there is no doubt that the 
present building regulations are too gen- 
erous here and there with lavatories and 
wash-basins and in some other ways. I 
had already decided some time ago to 
make some alterations to cover these 
points and .amendments to the regula- 
tions will be made very soon. But I 
think that we can probably go further 
than this and reduce the amount of 
accommodation provided without inter- 
fering with the educational functions of 
the building. 

“No one is more anxious than I am 
to provide our children with the best 
possible environment in these impres- 
sionable years of their lives. But I 
maintain—and the schools now being 
built by certain education authorities 
bear me out—that we can provide a beau- 
tiful, dignified and ample environment in 
our schools while at the same time get- 


ting considerable savings in cost, in 
labour and in materials. 
.““ We have to face the facts. And one 


of the facts is that during the next three 
or four years we have to carry out a large 
school-building programme in the midst 
of an economic crisis. Therefore we 
have to use every available means of 
squeezing more school places out of less 
money, less labour and less materials. 


“T have already had a committee at 
work in the Ministry on this problem, 
and very early in the New Year I hope 
that we shall be able to circulate de- 
tailed recommendations for substantial 
economies in the planning and construc- 
tion of schools and also probably for the 
more economical use of space within the 
building. I am sure that we can achieve 
these economies in planning, construc- 
tion and the use of space in the schools 
without serious detriment to their educa- 
tional function. But obviously measures 
of this kind cannot be introduced in time 
to make much difference to the 1950 
building programme. We are, in fact, 
already irretrievably committed to a very 
large part of the expenditure originally 
allowed to us in the 1950 programme. 
Work under construction on the site at 
this moment amounts to more than £47 
million (which, incidentally, is the highest 
figure that has ever been attained in this 
country). There is about another £8 
million worth of work which has received 
all approvals and will begin construction 
at any moment. So we have this very 
large total of £55 million worth of work, 
the cost of which cannot now be influ- 
enced without holding up the programme. 


New Circular to be Issued. 

“ Nevertheless, we must make a cut 
over our programme asa whole of some- 
thing like 10 per. cent. in the sum we 
exvected to spend in 1950. and a circular 
will be issued in a few days setting out 
the immediate steps to be taken. In the 


first place; where plans for schools to be. 


started in 1950 have not yet reached an 
advanced stage, they can be revised to 
meet the new situation. On these schools 
we must aim at reducing costs by about 
124 per cent. The Ministry’s architects 
and the building teams will be very ready 
to helo authorities wherever possible in 
this direction. 

“Then we must postpone the further 
expansion of the school meals service. 
I personally am Very sorry about this, 
but, important as the school meals ser- 
vice has. become, we cannot put -dining 
rooms in front of class-rooms. 
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“We must also take steps to limit the 
amount of our resources which is 
absorbed by civil building licences, and 
we must have a lower ceiling for the total 
expenditure on small jobs of under 
£5,000 carried out by local education: 
authorities. I am anxious not to inter- 
rupt our policy of making minor im- 
provements to existing schools, especially 


where small jobs will give us extra school . 


places at low cost. But we must make 


sure that we do not interfere with our » 


major programme of new school building 
by frittering away too much of. our 
resources on minor works. . 

“These are the immediate measures. 
which we must take. As I have already 
said, we shall circulate, by the end of 
the year, recommendations on _ longer- 
term measures designed to secure in 1951 
and 1952 the number of new school 
places which we originally planned to 
build—but to secure that number with 
reduced resources. Before I leave this 
question of the building programme, there 
are two very important points which I 
want to stress. 

“ First of all, the Government realise 
the importance of our present programme 
for technical education, and this must go 
on. Naturally, wherever the plans are 
still in a relatively early stage of prepara- 
tion, we must see whether we can reduce 
the cost. But the momentum of this 
part of our programme must be -main- 
tained. It would be false economy to 
drop our plans for improving technical 
education at a time when increased pro- 
ductivity is the nation’s paramount need. 
But, as I have said, we must build as 
cheaply as we can. And we shall have to 
go slow with some other developments in 
the field of further education. } 

“The second point I want to make is 
this. It has been suggested here and 
there that we have already cut the school- 
building programme _ surreptitiously— 
under the counter as it were—in advance 
of the general review of the Govern- 
ment’s programme which has now been 
made. This is not true. As long ago as 
last February we told authorities that 
the 1950 programme would be much the 
same size as the 1949 programme. One 
of the main reasons for this decision was 
that, whatever the programme was to be 
on paper, very few local education 
authorities had the resources to start 
much more work in 1950 than they were 
likely to start in 1949.” 


BUILDING CUTS 
Modifications of Licensing Regulations. 

REFERENCES to modifications in build- 
ing regulations and controls wefe made 
by the Prime Minister when he announced 
the Government’s economy measures in 
the House of Commons on October 24, 
and also by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer during the debate on October 
26. Sir Stafford Cripps said that to ensure 
that the volume of miscellaneous building 
work is kept within bounds the building 
controls would be tightened, and the 
exemption limit of licensing would be 
tightened. : 

No intimation has yet been given as to 
when the changes in building controls will 
come into operation, but an official of the 
Ministry of Works informed a represen- 
tative of The Builder on October 31 that: 
the 4:1 ratio of local authority 


- housing to private house building and 


the £100 and £1,000 licence-free limits for 


building repairs to private houses and 


factories, offices, etc., respectively, “ were 
now under active consideration and modi~ 


fications would be announced im two or: 
” $ was 


three 
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‘IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Cuts 

N October 26 Sim STAFFORD CRIPPS, 

opening the House of Commons de- 
bate on the Government’s economy 
policy, said that, in the field of capital 
development, there would have to be 
some limitation of new building work. 
In regard to housing, he pointed out that, 
in spite of the provision of over a mil- 
lion new homes since the end of the war, 
including nearly 600,000 new permanent 
houses, there were still many families 
who needed a separate home and many 
who would like a better home. Current 
expenditure on housing did, however, 
ey so large a place in the total 
building operations that the Government 
were obliged, however reluctantly, to look 
to this programme for a large contribu- 
tion to the reduction in their aggregate 
investment. It had also become neces- 
sary to limit the amount of dollar expen- 
diture on the purchase of timber, and the 
quantity of timber which could be secured 
from non-dollar sources was uncertain. 
The proposed modification of the housing 
programme, combined with the other 
economies which they would have to make 
in the use of timber, would thus help 
to ease the pressure on scarce dollar 
resources. 

The reduction of £35 million a year 
mentioned by the Prime Minister would 
mean during the course of next year a 
reduction in the current level of con- 
struction from about 200,000 houses a 
year to about 175,000. Adjustments would 
be made in accordance with a proper 
balance of priorities within the pro- 
gramme. The Government considered 
that in those circumstances the pro- 
grammes of the local authorities for the 
building of houses to let should have 
priority over the erection of houses by 
private persons under licence. The num- 
ber of houses for which licences could 
be issued under present circumstances 
: would, therefore, be reduced, so as to 
enable the local authority programme 
for the building of houses for letting to 
proceed without substantial reduction. 

In regard to education, the Govern- 

ment would effect savings by building 
schools of good quality, but more simply 
than at present. 
_ The Government would curtail build- 
ing work under their direct control, in- 
cluding the programmes of building for 
defence, and for the Government’s own 
occupation. 

Finally there was the substantial field 
of miscellaneous investments, includin 
a large section of building and civil 
engineering work. The bulk of this work 
‘was On maintenance and repairs. A great 
deal was not at present subject to build- 
ing control because it was below the 
exemption limits. But as the Govern- 
ment were taking steps to restrict and 
restrain investment in important pro- 
grammes such as ange | they must pre- 
vent resources being diverted indiscri- 
minately into the miscellaneous field of 
less essential work. Within this cate- 

ory of miscellaneous investment in both 

uilding and plant thete would, there- 
fore, have to be the substantial reduc- 
tion put by the Prime Minister in. his 


statement at some £35 million. To en: th: 


sure that the volume of miscellaneous 
aye work was kept within bounds, 
the building controls would be tightened 
and the exemption limit of: licensing 
‘would be lowered. 

© Mr. Epen ‘severely criticised the pro-' 
posals to curtail house building. 
Proposals, he said, were’ going to mean: 
Virtually the end of house ‘building on 
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private account. In future virtually all 
houses built would be for the municipal 
authorities. The Girdwood report made 
it clear that that was the slowest, and 
therefore, the least economical, form of 
house building. That report said there 
was some evidence that private enter- 
prise had achieved a faster rate of build- 
ing than local authorities since the war. 
Now the Government were getting rid 
of what the Girdwood Committee called 
the faster rate of building. Now every- 
body, even the private person who would 
otherwise hope to have a house built for 
him, would receive—if he entered a house 
at all—a council house, and would 
receive a subsidy from the rates and 
taxes. In many cases that subsidy would 
be paid by people who were less well- 
to-do, perhaps, than he was—people who 
in many cases could not themselves 
afford to enter a new house even at the 
subsidised rate. He regretted that 
because he thought that the, speed of 
private building was of itself an assis- 
tance to the housing programme. Surely 
it must have been, or the Minister of 
— would not have left it there so 
ong. 

Mr. Byers, for the Liberals, said that 
houses must be regarded as a factor in 
production because of the necessity for 
the mobility of labour. He did not 
believe that we could afford to reduce 
the number of dwellings, certainly not 
dwellings to let. He disliked what he 
was about to propose intensely, but he 
did suggest seriously that they should 
consider reducing the standara, put only 
for two years. His constituents in Dorset 
wanted somewhere to live. They did not 
mind if the houses had not got all the 
trappings. But as soon as we were out 
of our economic difficulties we should 
raise the standards higher than they were 
to-day. There were certain places where 
they could reduce _ three - bedroomed 
houses to two-bedroomed houses. For 
a short period they could accept a 
reduced standard and get more houses. 

Mr. 'PARKIN suggested that the Gov- 
ernment should see how building labour 
and materials were being frittered away 
on things other than houses. 

Mr. O. PEAKE said that the £35 million 
saving effected by tightening up building 
controls would only mean that a great 
deal of house and other property in 
urgent need of repair would have to 
remain in its -present dilapidated con- 
dition. The curtailment of the housing 
programme would be a real loss to the 
nation. He was surprised that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer should have 
agreed that the whole of this curtailment 
should have been taken out of the houses 
to be provided by private enterprise. 
They were the only houses which did not 
automatically cast a further burden by 
way of subsidy on the public purse. He 
would have thought that the Chancellor 
might have spread the cut evenly over 
public authority and private enterprise 
housing. 


Stone Carvers. 

On October 24 Mr. KEELING asked the 
Minister of Works whether he was aware 
of the’ risk of unemployment among 
wood and stone carvers; and whether he 
would issue sufficient licences to avert 


is, 
Mr. Key said he was aware that com- 
paratively little wood and stone carving 
was now being carried out in this country 
and ‘he. hoped: to see a. revival of these 
crafts, -His licensing officers were instruc- 
ted ‘to’ license as far as was reasonably 
possible work employing wood and-stone: 


Mr. KeEeEnino .-asked the,: Minister 
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whether he was aware that the majority 
of London carvers, both of wood and 
stone, were working in the Palace of 
Westminster, and t when the new 
House ‘of Commons was finished they 
would be thrown out of work unless he 
granted licences, 

Mr. Key: We shall do our best to see 
oe licences are issued in order to employ 
them. 


OPERATIVES DEFER 
WAGE CLAIM 


Joint Conference on Incentives to be 
Sought 


T the conference of joint executive 
councils of the building trade 
unions held at Blackpool on October 26 
and 27 a resolution calling for the de- 
ferment of a 6d. an hour basic wage 
increase was carried by a four to one 
majority on a card vote. The number 
in favour of the deferment was 376,639. 
The: text of the resolution was as fol- 
lows :— 

This conference of joint executive 
councils of building trade unions 
declares that present circumstances war- 
rant fullest consideration of existing wage 
levels by the National Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives in line with 
the decision of the Porthcawl annual 
conference. Mindful, however, of the 
impact of present-day national and 
international economic conditions upon 
the building industry, conference agrees 
that the question of submission of appli- 
cation for a basic wage’ increase be 
deferred until a later date. It reaffirms 
its belief in and adherence to the 
existing national agreement providing for 
adjustments of wages based upon the 
sliding scale and declares its opposition 
to any changes in principle that may be 


suggested. y . 
With regard to incentive bonus 
schemes, conference decides that an 


examination of the operation of such 
schemes over the past two years shall 
be directed to: f 

(1) Securing a wider and more uni- 
form application of bonus payments 
wherever they may be applicable; 

(2) That there shall be joint control 
of such schemes where introduced. 

(3) That the position of operatives 
employed on  non-bonusable work 
shall be especially considered; 

(4) Any official decision in relation 
to this particular issue shall.be condi- 
tioned. by and determined in relation to 
official governmental assurances on 
the question of the forward building 
programme and shall be further con- 
sidered by the executive councils in 
joint conference. 

Further, the Executive Committee of 
the N.F.B.T.O. is authorised to deal with 
the other detailed adjustments of existing 
agreements under discussion. 

An official of the N.F.B.T.O. informed 
a representative of The Builder this week 
that. the operatives were not satis 
with the present position regarding bonus 
payment and at the conclusion of the 
two-year trial period this month it was 
intended to proach the employers’ 
organisation with a view to.a joint con- 
ference to discuss the introduction and 
operation. of a mutually agreed and 
jointly controlled scheme. 

There had, he added, been some.“ kite- 
flying ” in-certain quarters on. the’ ques~ 
tion. of the abandonment by the opera- 
tives, of, ‘the: sliding. scale . agreement. 


Quite definitely the operatives had no in. 


tention of so doing. 
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PROCEDURE IN THE 
FUTURE—3 


By NORMAN P. GREIG, B.A, 
Barrister-at-Law, F.I.Arb., F.R.San.L., etc. 


Alterations Resulting from Proposals, 


AS a general principle, whether altera- 

tions are. made as described in the 
previous article (i.e... by a local valua- 
tion committee) or by the County Court 
{under S. 49) or by arbitration (under 
S. 50) in connection with the current rate 
at the time the proposal was made, they 
are deemed to have had effect from the 
beginning of the rent period for which 
made, as well as for subsequent rates. 
But Section 42 contains a number of 
instances where alterations in the valua- 
tion list are to have effect from the date 
when the new or altered hereditament 
comes into occupation, or from the hap- 
pening of the event causing the altera- 
tion, as the case may be. These, briefly, 
include newly erected or altered here- 
ditaments which have been unoccupied 
while structural alterations are going on; 
those ceasing to be hereditaments no 
longer liable to be rated; those previously 
rated as single hereditaments becoming 
liable to be rated in parts; or property 
previously rated in parts being liable to 
be rated as a single hereditament, etc. 
{S. 42(2)). 


Local Valuation Courts and Schemes for 
Panels. 


A local Valuation Court set up for 
hearing appeals, as described above, con- 
sists of members of a local Valuation 
‘Panel set up under a Scheme (S, 45). 
Provision is made for councils of counties 
and county boroughs to make and submit 
to the Minister a Scheme for constitut- 
ing a Valuation Panel for the county or 
county borough, or two or more panels 
for areas comprising the whole of. the 
county or county borough. Joint Schemes 
can be made for two or more councils. 
The councils submitting schemes must 
publish in two or more newspapers the 
fact that they have submitted a Scheme 
and state where a copy can be seen, and 
if an administrative county is involved 
in the Scheme, each rating authority in 
the county must be sent a copy. 

A “Scheme” will be of no effect until 
approval by the Minister, who can 
.approve it with or without modifications. 

In certain cases (e.g., in an area covered 
by a Scheme of which the Minister does 
not approve) the Minister can make one 
of equal validity to that made normally. 
These Schemes can be varied or revoked 
-by others .on representations made by any 
local Valuation Panel or Valuation Officer 
after consultation with the county or 
county borough council concerned. The 
Scheme made by the Minister must. be 
similarly published, and a date mentioned 
by which persons can send representations 
concerning the draft scheme. 

The Scheme will (a) fix the number of 
members and their tenure of office, and 
(b) provide for the appointment of a 
member as chairman and two members at 
least for deputy chairmen; and the man- 
ner of selection. Bankruptcy is made a 
disqualification subject to rules given in 
Section 46 as to the removal of such dis- 
qualification. By Section 67, membership 
of a local authority is not, in certain 
cases, to be a disqualification for mem- 
bership of a local Valuation Panel or local 
Valuation Court. 


VALUATION AND RATING 
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Composition of the Local Valuation 
Court. 


It will consist of the chairman, or the 
deputy chairman or chairmen and two 
other members to be selected in accord- 
ance with the Scheme constituting the 
panel. 


Staff, etc., of Panels and Courts (S. 47). 


A clerk (who by S. 67 can be a mem- 
ber of a local authority) must be appointed 
to assist the chairman and the Valuation 
Courts in carrying out their work, and 
any other officers and servants approved 
by the Minister. These will be paid 
salaries, allowances and other remunera- 
tion approved by the Minister and the 
Treasury, but it is expressly laid down 
(by S. 47(1)) that the function of these 
Officers and servants is not to be the valua- 
tion of hereditaments. Provision is made 
for the keeping of minutes and the man- 
ner of signing them, in regard to the pro- 
ceedings of panels and local Valuation 
Courts. 


Sittings, Procedure and Powers of Local 
Valuation Courts (S. 48). 


Notice of appeal to a local Valuation 
Court having been served by, or on, 
the Valuation Officer (see previous 
Article), he will notify the clerk to 
the panel, and it is then the duty 
of the chairman to arrange for the 
convening of the Court. From that point 
the procedure is a matter for the Court 
itself, unless the Minister has made any 
Regulations in regard to this matter. 

The sitting, unless the Court itself 
orders otherwise on the application of 
any party to the appeal, and where the 
interests of either party would be preju- 
dicially affected, will be in public, and by 
Section 69 the chairman of any local 
Valuation Panel can ask permission from 
the County Council or rating authority 
for the use of public rooms for holding 
the Court. In case of a dispute’ as to 
whether such permission has been unrea- 
sonably withheld, the matter will be 
settled by the Minister. By the same 
Section, the Valuation Officer can ask 
similar permission for accommodation 
for himself and his staff for such times 
as are included in his request. 

The Court can hear evidence on oath 
and can administer oaths. 

On the hearing of an appeal then, 

(a) the appellant; and 
(b) the Valuation Officer, when he is 
not the appellant; and 








A SMALL ADVERTISEMENT 
TELEPHONE SERVICE 


“The Builder,” in order to give its 
readers the best possible small classified 
advertisement facilities, announces the 
following telephone services : 


1. The advertisement may be phoned 
to “The Builder” (Tel. No.: 
Temple Bar 6251, Small Ad. Dept. 
LX) up to 10 a.m. on Wednesday of 
each week, to appear in Friday’s 
issue. Confirmation and remit- 
tances must follow by post within 
24 hours. 


2. Where the advertiser makes a 
special request all replies will be 
passed on by telephone the same 
day as they are received by us. An 
additional charge of 1s. 6d. is made 
for this service. 
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(c) the owner or occupier of the 
hereditament to. which the appeal 
es when he is not the Jobelnal: 
an 

(d) the rating authority for the area 
in which the hereditament is situated, 
when not the appellant; and 

(e) where the appeal is against an 
objection, the objector himself, when 
not one of the persons concerned, 

can appear, be heard as parties, can 
examine any witness before the Court 
and call witnesses. At the conclusion of. 
the hearing, the Court will issue direc- 
tions as to the manner in which the par- 
ticular hereditament is to be treated; 
then the Valuation Officer has the respon- 
sibility for the incorporation in the valua- 
tion list of any alteration to give effect 
to the Court’s direction. 


[Note:—A Circular (94/49) was issued 
to County and County Borough Councils 
on October 15, in regard to the Establish- 
ment of Valuation Panels Salary Scales 
for Staff; Accommodation and Equip- 
ment and other matters. ] 


Further Appeals—Arbitration. 

A person aggrieved by the decision of 
a local valuation Court has 2! days from 
the date of the decision in which to 
appeal to the County Court; and notwith- 
standing what has been said above as to 
appeal, persons entitled to appeal as above 
can, by agreement in writing, have any 
matter that would have been determined 
by either the Valuation Court or the 
County Court referred to arbitration in 
accordance with the Arbitration Acts, 
1889-1934. 


The next article will deal with provision 
as to Rating, Returns, Inspection, and 
amendments made by the Act in regard 
to those and other matters. 


(To be continued) 


S.E. SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 
Croydon Chapter 


THE Croydon Chapter of the South- 
Eastern Society of Architects opened their 
winter session with a “ Brains Trust,” 
held jointly with the Southern Area of 
the London Master Builders Association. 

Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A., 
presided as question master, and the 
“Brains Trust” were Messrs. B. E. 
Brenchley (architect), A. J. Chapman, 

.P., E. N. Grace, J. E. Picket (contrac- 
tor) and F. Sutton Smith (architect). 

A number of typical questions had been 
carefully selected and these covered the 
field of contracts, the Town and Country 
Planning Act, the training of architects, 
contractors’ organisations, tendering with- 
out quantities, public tendering for local 
authority work, the merits of artificial 
stone as against natural stone, the specu- 
lative builders’ usefulness to the com- 
munity, and whether salaried architects 
employed by public authorities were, by 
being free from financial worries, in a 
better position to plan than their free- 
lance brother architects. 


F.M.B. Golf. 

An enjoyable golf meeting was held 
on October 25 at Sudbury Golf Club. 
Prizes, presented by L. B. Venning, 
F.C.A., Secretary of the Federation, were 
won by G. Gould (Area 4), 1. A. Harris 
(Area 30) and M. A. Wiggs (Area 37). 
It was decided to hold two meetings in 
1950, a spring meeting in April, and an 
autumn meeting in October, I. A. Harris 
was elected captain: and P. Halsall was 
elected hon. secretary. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [ ces {00 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be. responsible for errors) 





























































i Town, Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
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exc. . hrussington A2) . < Chichester ......... tute Eomeeeoo! ocese Sddevccas A Nownantle-pu-ivon “TLLIA | Tewkesbury’: es ; a ] 3 Ae 
Beit WD: (onc. Witicagh Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Hasleme sence ceceecees Al | Newcastle-under-Lyme ....A | Thames Haven : 
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) cee WB acageiene cvce se | sen toeses tereeees wma 
Serene ...--.-..~< A2 | Chorley .: “A Hated (Herts.) 2220200 A H aon apg “A | Thurtock U.D.C. A A 
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ee eee ene gceee vi ion a PRERAITIOCS 2 neces HT ‘ — “A 
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anthers _ fordshi Mies oo ae t 
Bet a Clitheroe Up. A fees Dey re, Cnty. of .. . +03 North Shields ... .A | Torquay .. Al 
eee eee eee ‘oalvi * eee weer eee eens ; 
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* For Birkenhead, Liverpool. and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 2s. 11$4.; Labourers, 2s. 51. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :— 
Craftsmen, 2s. 11d.; Labourers, 2s. 44d 

+ Plus 2d. per working day. 

+ This is the County. rate a applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note .—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 

Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2/- 
carry out work other than craft processes, Is. 8d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page $95. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The. prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, etc. 
a eS 
First Hard Stocks .. 950 
Second Hard Stocks 815 0 
Mild Stocks 710 0 


All loaded free i into lorry at ‘the works. “The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 


obtained from job to job. 
At Maiden To Sites in West 


24-in. Nominal 
Phorpres Bricks. Lane Stn., Central District 


per 1,000 per 1,000 

s. d. s. d. 

Commons 3 85 0 
Po oes 67 11 85 0 
aoe ae 75 0 87 0 

( Cellular Keyed an 69 11 87 0 
Rustics ... aa ne 93 0 105 0 
Cellular Rustics Bs 87 11 102 11 
Single Bulinose . ons 93 0 105 0 
Sandfaced = ae 2 115 0 
Cc Sortex Facing Brick | 88 0 100 0 


+ ex King’s Cross Stn. 
d 


* At King’s Cross Stun. 


CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Srecifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 4 2. d. 
6-ton loads and upwards site......... perton 3 6 
ee By, GN Binns ss hcwsdaccngasasepisecsseoscecee > 7 & 


In non-returnable paper bags charged at 
9/— net per ton or 6d. each net per sack 
in lots of less than 1 ton. 
In non-returnable jute sacks charged at 9/- 
per ton. 
In returnable jute sacks charged at the rate 
of 35/6 net per ton of cement of 1/94 net 
per sack in lots of less than 1 ton. Credit 
on return at 1/6 net per sack, 
In returnable cotton sacks charged at the rate 
of 3/4 net each sack. Credit on return at 
3/— net each sack. 
“ Ferrocrete’’ Rapid Hardening Cement 
at 6-ton loads and upwards site............ 3 8 
or OP IIE ans ccccvcchngpacdddecescanceksesscae 
In paper bags 9/— per ton extra. 
“ Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “ Blue Circle” 


PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Plaster (Gypsum) Boards #i ¥ thick, 600 yds. and 
over in one delivery 1/8} sq. yard. 
Wall Boards—3 and 4’ wide, 6 Fe 12’. 2” thick. 
600 yds. and over in one delivery, 1/114 sq. yd. 
Carriage paid to site. 


SAND. 


D/D site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, ae 
St. Pancras. 


TRIE TRIIIOD dscns tccdedannaccecetenst¥ per yd. 15 9 
Pit Ballast - 15 10 
Pit Sand a 15 2 
‘Washed Sand ~ 17 0 
Lis shingle a 15 2 
in. Broken Brick a 2 . 





Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons...........cc.cssscceeseses Per 1,000 








£ s.d. 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stas.) 18 16 0] prices. In paper bags, 8/— per ton extra. Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ 5s. d. 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) mS DS — haa or Khaki “ Colorcrete’’ in 6-ton Staffordshire districts...............s0ses+e0 914 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) We Oe: i ir ace nod dpdabaxdreades Wes eiaskudeadesticcocictdes 5 40 Ditto, hand-made, ditto.. 1111 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 8 5 0 rn otescess bags 8/- per ton extra. Ornamental ditto ....-.....0+..0c000000 - 24s 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) 6 4 6] Other colours, according to colour. In 4- Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...........- 019 5 
Best Stourbridge Fis Brick (London Stns.) | ae e boot = from as to 396/- per ton (per dozen) —Machine-made ..... . O18 4 
s. d. s. d. including paper bags). at : : , ibili 
24 in. 16 18 6 cia 1916 6 “ Snowcrete’” White Portland Cement (In Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
GtAzep BrIcKs Gontion Stns.). Tee pee on MINIT dances geckecnthcusodyceexestsed % 2 ° SLATES. 
below are now subject to a percentage addition oO L ni T one UO coc ccccccccccececescccvcses per cwt. |First-quality slates from Penrhyn or Portamadoc 
‘or Best, and 224 for Second quality. 417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) wat P 
Best White Ivory D’ble Stretchers ... 53 10 0| Delivered Site London Area in 6-ton lots Pog: «| yeh ge ear paemaraamaeay io 5) 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 48 10 0 MIE IE incr saccrncevacatstecrecessecoesee 45 Obop by 12 } 
Stretcher 40 0 One side & two ends 54 10 0| In paper bags 8/— per ton extra. 22 by 12. 
Headers 39 10 0 Two sides & one end 56 0 0| Super Cement (Waterproof). bags extra... 412 0/39 py 11 
Quoins,Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 14s. 6d. to 9 8 0 20 by 12 
& 44 in. Flats 50 0 (1-ton lots and upwards, including cost 20 by 10 


0 
Second Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best.. Cream 
and buff, £2 Os. extra over white. Other colours 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. — over white. 
Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLOw CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 


~~ Lacy kent: Keyed. . * 
2” per yd. sup. yds. 

y) a » 100,, 3 4 
, 6 6plCl OD, 4 0 
4” 84 ,, 47 





Half blocks “add = per yard super to above prices. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
” per yd. sup. ... = 4 per yd. sup. 
i oat : 


Cc 
Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super 
Size 12 x 9 x 24” * * 
Size 12 x9 x 3” pS be 
Size 12x9x4’ 





>h HhPWwW AW 
so NOSK AD 


HEMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
2493 wes . : ae W<S2aF .. 
bey fy 3 4 12x9x4’.. 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 

STONE. 

BATH STONE— 8. 
Monks Park 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at 

Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly. ...csceseeseees perft.cube 6 14 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton-Woop. STONE— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 

GME TARO. TEs, ccnsedencareesensd per ft.cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes sawn 2 sides, up to 

5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 


ee eeneeneeeeeeeseeeeeesneseenereeeeese 


ee eer ee ne 4 7 
YorK Stone, BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
Se MEE vectatecanecocnatiacd perft.super 9 4 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto oa 10 10 
3 in. sawn two sides siabs (ran- 
OM SIZES) .....eeeeeeseresereseees a 4 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random a (paving) ete ee 2 4 
14m. 00 2 in. GIRO ~ ....0..0.005008 Be ye 


Harp YorK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London 
Scrappled random blocks per ft.cube 13 4 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under - 


Po a, Bee pee ee. per ft. super 10 0 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto | fa 1 10 
4in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

SIZES)... .0eeeeerseecorscecesccsvers on ine 6:35 
3 in. ditto ditto ............ a 410 
2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 19 9 


of paper —. 


£:.:&¢@ 
Parian Cement 8 6 % Keen’ sCement, White8 6 9 
Pink 8 1 9 
PLASTER. 
£€ad €24 
Coarse, Pink 511 9 Sirapite, Conse 5 45°-6 
» White 519 9 iS nish 6 3 6 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and be London Area. 
Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime, 
inc. bags 6-ton lots ............ 6 
ton lots...... 5 17 
Granite Chips, Lump, Lime, 6- 
6-ton lots...2 3 0 tonlots ......... 315 3 
4 


Hair, per cwt.... 4 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. Od., 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 








SLIDING 
vere): 


GEAR 


GEO.W.KING” 


HiTCHIN-HERTS 
PHONE HITCHIN 960 [ioLiNEs 


WRITE FOR 
ILLUSTRATED 
BOOKLET 














Note: Breakage in transit, p 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
eee > 


S.D. Brs Cocxs CRuTCH HEAD, FOR | TON. 
4 in. 66/- in. 108/— per doz. 
Tomer Cocks FoR IRON. 

4 in. Agee Zin. 171/— per doz. 

S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 
Zin. lin. 1Ifin. i 
111/— 189/- 
D.S. Cocks wITH 
lin. iIfin. 
312/- 408/-— 
LE Nut 3 
lin. I}in. 14in. 2in. 
36/- 68/— 108/—  140/- per doz. 
vy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 


bay 40) per doz. 
SCREWS. 


3 in. 
72/- 
_S. 
2 in. ltin. 2in. 
150/- 642/— 1056/- per doz. 
din. 
a 
in. iz 1 in. 
150/- 263/- 
CiPs AND 
Itin. Ifin, 2m. Fins Bin. 
23/6 33/- 41/— 79/- 107/- 
Brass SLEEVES. 
likin. 2in. in. 


29/- _36/ 67/— ae 01 d 
/- - - — '— per doz. 
CLEANING SSsws 
3x7 Ib. 
219/- per doz. 
291/— per doz. 
SoLpDER.—Plumbers’ 3/1, Tinmen’s 3/11, Blow pipe 
4/- per Ib. 
Copper Tubes ......... 1/44 per Ib. Basis. 
Brass Tubes ............ 1/2g per Ib. Basis. 
Basis prices are subject to extras. 


GLUE. 


yin, 
102/- 
din. 
17/- 


4 in. 
139/— per doz. 


Best Scotch Glue. 
I RIND sec trcieedsandsecavassosices 
VAR 


° 


ANANANOOACCOCEHMOOCOP 











Fine Copal: pace 
Pale Copal......... aa aa 
Floor Varnish ... i 
Fine Pale Paper... 
Hard Drying Oak........... 
Fine Hard Drying Oak .. 
Fine Copal Varnish 


ae: Saar 
Best Japan Gold Size .. 
Best Black Japan ........ 
Brunswick Black 
Berlin Black bs 
Knotting (patent)............... ined 
French and Brush Polish... 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene.................sess0++ 


ttt he pt th) eh fhe 


1 8 
i 





* The information given on these pages has bey 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is co 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as poss*ble, ox 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and -quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact bo should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 





to 2} per cent. cash discount. 


HX 








594 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


PAINTS, etc. 





Zs & 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.)....... per gallon 1S 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. 15 il 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs) cwt. 8 0 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall. 2 6 O 
Genuine Red Lead ........sceceeee cwt. 812 6 
Putty (free packages) we cm. 2 8 3 
Ne Be I cenivnsiocnecnspnsrcansces fkn 8 0 


Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices, 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 

Joists, GIRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION. _ PER TON 
R. S. Joists, cut and fitted .............0e0ee £34 0 0 
Plain Compound Girders ...... £38 10 O 

oe oe Stanchions . wee 0 
Bey RT WIC: isn ivccecesvesieossovvecesseeess £58 10 0 





Nore.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 

ton, 


Diameter.  £ s. d. Diameter. Zs. & 
cm «. Be &.9 > asenecenasiven 27 16 O 
fx in. 2 6.0 in.to2jin. ... 27 1 0 
3 in. 28 11 

W.I. TUBES. 

TUBES AND TUBULARS. 

Galv. Class - List price, less Ge per cent. 
eae - » Net ° 

Black, , A » L:ss 33 percent. 

» ” = » » 225 


9 0» » » 15 » 
C.I. Hatr-Rounp GutTTers.—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 
Gutters. Nozzles. 
2/5 2 





Pipe. 





NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent, 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Prpes.—London Prices, ex stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
2 in. 6/- 4/7 5/6 
24 in nitice 6/4 5/2 6/10 
3 in 7/1 5/7 8/3 
34 in 7/il 6/10 9/6 
4 in 9/1 7/9 11/1 





L.C.C. Coatep Drain PIre. 


cwt. qr. Ib. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 


9 fts. 
in. eg 17 16/6 11/6 20/2 
6 in. es ee 24/7 23/10 41/4 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
Iron. —Staffordshire Crown, 


Merchant £ s. d. 
QUaity...........sccccccsecsccsessscessessosccoeces a 3 
TronN—Staffordshire Marked Bars .. a 
SED TERED srcccancsacvonesesedsossens ante 
DES Binel TIGGUG oc cocssccccsccesscsccosscvcesecce 

Ex Merchant’s Stock 
per ton (two-ton) lots. 











Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £s. d. 

32 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

gauge 0 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 

QO BAUZE « o--eevesccccccccccccccrscescsscoecceses 4219 6 

24 gauge 4419 6 

26 gauge 47 14 6 

Per ton. 

£2." ¢ 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and up, 1 ton lots. ......... 4115 0 


ALL NET. 
MeTAL WinpDows.—Standard sizes suitable for 
complete houses, included all fittings, paintings two 
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LEAD, etc. 





Note.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex London area, per ton £80 Os, Od. 
Pay carriage. 


Buyers 


GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. 
CUT SIZES. Per ft. Som. 
HBS cs Sia dons pocs Sen cienScatincseseeien teesataag es 44 
24 oz. clear. eae 5% 
SOG. seseces 74 
ES « — Sacea ks as kent rac Socessbeneenatonipisaevees 9} 





ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 









CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 

Over 500 ft. super of all kinds Per ft 
Rolled plate, 4 in. ...... 7k 
Rough cast, 3/16 in.... 8} 
eS eee 84 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white ......... Tk 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted .......... 104 
PE SNE” ecconnsgecconnnsenstradsasdsioccacnvess 6 


Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 
Chevron Reeded, 4 in. thic 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough - double 


rolled... = ft. 

Wine Gants Biss Ae iss iccsassccacecsessesvess 94 
Georgian Wired Cast ......ccccesccocccccscceese 10 

HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. rae & 
P.B. 2—5} in. x 5} in. x 3 in. 2 6each net 
P.B. 3—7}3 in. x 7} in. x 3$ in. 310 
P.B. 32—7} in. x 7# in. x 3% in. s a 
Radiused Corner Brick to match up with— 
P.B. 2 4 sé 
P.B. ” 
P.B. 





3 
32 
a SOFTWOODS and 
ARDWOODS. 


Home GROWN TIMBER PRICES.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947. No. 94; price 5d. net. 

IMporTED SOFTwoops PrRICES.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 731, price 1s. 1d. 

IMpoRTED HARDWOops Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No, 1524, price 1s. 1d. net. 
Note.—The above can be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 








The ONLY Stripper 





that works as well 
(O] UR he foley ers ce lele) at 


SAFE ceeee Guaranteed 
Neutral and Harmless. 
SURE .... 200 years’ 


accumulations have been stripped. 


SAVES... 


Its cost in 
time saved. 






QUICKS 


PIN J 


THIS to Trade-card or Bill-head 


for details of nearest 
Stockists. 


EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED. 


QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 


B. Dept., 





coats, and delivery to job, average about 6s. Od. to 
6s. 3d. per foot super. * 





Telephone: CLissold 5307 
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Per ton. 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) Sa. & 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 lb. and up ...... 123.5 0 BURDEN 
Pipe in coils 124 10 0 x & 
Soil pipe ...... : 134 10 0| L.M.B.A. President on Aust erityCuts 
Compo pipe 138 0 0 


IN a speech to the South Western Area 
in Kingston, Mr. NiGEL HANNEN, 
President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, referred to the 
Prime Minister’s “ austerity ” programme. 
We are impressed, he said, by the cri- 
tical situation in which we find ourselves, 
but we are surprised at the indefinite 
terms of the austerity programme, which 
gives little guidance to those who have 
recognised the seriousness of the situation 
and does not bring it home to those who 
do not. As builders, we are naturally 
concerned at the fact that we are to bear 
the heaviest burden, but we almost ex- 
pected that. The industry is fully pre- 
pared to shoulder its burden, if that bur- 
den is its fair share and not the result of 
others shirking their responsibility. 

But if we are to carry a heavy load, we 
would like to be consulted on how it is to 
be borne. There are more ways than hav- 
ing it slung round the neck like a mill- 
stone. We accepted a policy of houses 
to let, since it met an urgent need of the 
nation, but there is a real desire on the 
part of many, from all strata of the 
community, to put by money to build 
houses of their own. This is sound in- 
vestment; it costs the country nothing, 
and makes a real contribution to the 
nation’s assets. It would surely seem ‘to 
be a measure of disinflation, and we are 
surprised that it is to be forbidden. 

I remember Lord Beveridge telling us in 
1944 that although there was a huge hous- 
ing programme before the industry, some- 
thing had an even more urgent priority. 
We had to earn the money to pay for it. 

Housing is not the only home for sav- 
ings which the building industry can pro- 
vide. Now, as then, we are required to 
build up-to-date factories and office 
accommodation needed for the export 
drive, but this again is discouraged, for 
with the increased profits tax added to 
already high taxation firms have little 
to plough back into their businesses. 

The building industry had expected a 
lead from the Prime Minister on the 
question of output and cost of living, but 
that was left to the industries themselves. 
He spoke of longer hours and overtime. 
There have been murmurs recently of 
five-day and forty-hour weeks. . This is no 
time to talk of such things. They can 
only mean that more of the time is paid 
for at overtime rates, and that is not the 
way to bring down the cost of building. 

But there is one way in which increased 
production can be achieved at lower cost. 
For two years incentives have been an 
essential part of the wage structure of 
the ‘building industry, and more and more 
firms have come to operate incentive 
schemes. Incentives have already: in- 
creased earnings, and there has been every 
justification for the increase, for it has 
been balanced by greater output. 

_ Those firms who have not yet put incen- 
tives into operation would do. well to 
do so without delay and the operatives 
to work them with enthusiasm. By 
this means both sides of the industry will 
benefit, and, what is more important, the 
public will get its share in lower costs 








and quicker work. 





An Annual Report. 


The 82nd annual report of the Builders’ 


Clerks’ Benevolent Institution, 47, Bed- 


ford-square, London, Wy,C.1, has been 


57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 published. The revised rules of the Insti- 


tution are also included. 
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The Commando War Memorial 


ME: SCOTT SUTHERLAND, who is 
+ on the staff of Dundee College of 


Art, has been awarded first prize of £200 B 
from 25 designs entered in the com- R, 


petition for a design for the Commando 
War Memorial to be erected near 
Achnacarry. He has been commissioned 
to execute the memorial, which will cost 
in the region of £4,000, but is not ex- 
pean to be completed until 1951 or 
j . 

His design consists of the figures of 
three war-stained Commando soldiers, in 
battle order, with rifles slung. The 
memorial will be executed in bronze and 
will stand about 9 ft. high, on a pedestal, 
probably of granite, of the same height. 
[he memorial will be erected on top of 
a ridge 100 feet high off the Spean Bridge- 
Achnacarry Road and overlooking the 
Caledonian Canal. It will look across to 
Ben Nevis and will be visible to traffic 
on the road and the canal. 

The adjudicating panel was composed 
of Lord Lovat, Sir William Reid Dick, 
R.A., and Sir Frank Mears, P.R.S.A. 
They were assisted by Dr. T. J. Honey- 
man, director of the Glasgow Art 
Galleries, and Mr. Douglas Bliss, princi- 
pal of the Glasgow School of Art. 

Placed second was the design of Mr. 
Thomas Whalen, of Edinburgh, who will 
receive £100 for his model of a Com- 
mando dagger in monolith form. Four 
special prizes of £50 were awarded to 
Miss Elizabeth Dempster, Edinburgh; 
Mr. Andrew Dods, Edinburgh; Mr. J. 
H. Clarke, Edinburgh; and Mr. Alexander 
Proudfoot, R.S.A., Glasgow 


Scottish Tradition and Science 


“A MARRIAGE between scientific progress 
and Scottish tradition can now 
arranged,” said Mr. R. GaARDNER- 
Mepwin, chief architect and planning 
officer of the Department of Health for 
Scotland, when he stressed the impor- 
tance of the Scottish Building Research 
Station, now operating at Thorntonhali, 
East Kilbride, at a conference convened 
by the D.S.L.R. in Glasgow. He was 
criticising some recent trends in Scottish 
architecture, and said that Scottish 
architecture as revealed in twentieth cen- 
tury engineering projects was more senti- 
mental than scientific. 

Those who were afraid that science 
might overwhelm and destroy architec- 
ture, he continued, were those who did 
not fully grasp the real characteristics 
of the Scottish tradition. Amid great 
technological advances we had witnessed 
an archeological attitude on the part 
of architecture which had dressed great 
engineering achievements with turrets and 
crowsteps and other baronial con- 
traptions. In our modern commercial 
buildings there were signs of a clinging 
to decadent renaissance traditions. Few 
had grasped the freedom of .the new 
structural forms discovered by modern 
building science. 

He felt they were not learning fast 
enough from these research stations, and 
he hoped that this tendency in Scottish 
architecture would be reversed by the 
setting up of the branch station at Thorn- 
tonhall. With this station “on the door- 
step” there could now be no excuse for 
suspecting “foreign” influences in the 
cloak of science from over the border. 

In the discussion which followed, 
complaints were made that research was 
not always on practical lines. Mr. I. A. 
MoppieE, Perth County Architect, said 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February, 1 1949. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 








Grade Classification A Craftsmen.... 2/10 Labourers.... 
Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriesshire ae Inverness ........ A Perthshire ........ 
pe ee ee A DGS «vc vc cas eee A Inverurie ........ A Peterhead ........A 
MRE Sr) ae A Dunoon .......... A Kincardineshire ..A Renfrewshire ......A 
rwickshire ...... A East Fife ..... Coa Kinross-shire ...... A Rothesay .......-A 
Bridge of Allan....A East Lothian ......A Lanarkshire ...... A Roxburgshire A 
Broughty Ferry....A Edinburgh . A Midlothian ...... A fairer ty 
Clackmannanshire A Fifeshire ..... am Monifieth ........ A rs 
Forfarshire . A Moray and Nairn ..A cea Reh tale te 
Co eer A , Stirlingshire ...... A 
Dunblane |... 22... Glasgow ..... A Newport ........ A Stornoway ........ A 
Dunbartonshire. ...A Greenock ........A Peeblesshire «alt EM ec can tec 
Dumfries ........ Hamilton ........ A WOM ateéeenestad A West Lothian ...... a 

















The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Apprentices 
i rding to scale. 


and Trainees’ wages, which will be increased acco’ 


* The Information given in this table is 


copyright. 
Painters’ rates : 2/10 Grade A ; 2/9 Grade B. (Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 








that, while the Department had given 
him details of the life-cycle of the wood- 
boring beetle, they had left it to private 
enterprise to produce an_ insecticide 
which would destroy the pest. When he 
had approached them they had kindly 
given him the name of a fumigation 
concern which would tackle this large- 
scale job. Unfortunately, it was an 
English firm, and when the firm had dis- 
covered the type of wall construction 
they were completely at a loss. He 
suggested that the Research Station 
should take the subject further and them- 
selves follow up this matter of dealing 
with the pest. 


Scottish Housing Progress 

Durinc the year ended March 31 last, 
3,305 houses were completed and 1,657 
houses commenced by the Scottish Special 
Housing Association. This is announced 
in their second annual digest which has 
just been published. The majority of the 
Association’s houses have n or are 
being constructed by private firms of 
contractors, but of the total, 200 were 
at March 31 last being constructed by 
the Association’s direct labour organisa- 
tion, and the digest states “it is intended 
that in future an increasingly greater pro- 
portion of the total number of houses 











WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 
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WINDOWS 


A product of 
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Contractors 


100, Westminster Bridge Rd., 
LONDON, S.E.! 











to be erected will be undertaken by this 
means. 

“ The direct labour organisation is being 
used,” it continues, “to afford a check 
on building and civil engineering costs.” 


Proposed New Hospitals 


DISCUSSIONS are to take place between 
the executive of the Scottish South East- 
ern Regional Hospital Board and the 
Department of Health for Scotland and 
Edinburgh’s Town Planning Officer on a 
site for a new general hospital in the 
city. As envisaged, the hospital would 
be situated at Corstorphine, and would 
have about 500 beds, and would incor- 
porate a radium institute. It would 
partly relieve pressure at Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary, but a radium institute 
is the more urgent requirement. 

The outline of an important scheme 
to provide a £3,000,000 new main hospital 
at Dundee, serving the Eastern Scottish 
Region, has been announced. It would 
be on the outskirts of the town, with a 
medical school attached. 


Registration Acts Prosecution 


THERE has recently occurred the first 
prosecution in Scotland under the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Acts. The Court at 
Lanark imposed a penalty of £3 or 20 . 
days’ imprisonment upon Thomas Kernig- 
han, of 49, Main-street, Carnwath, 
Lanarkshire, in r t of an offence 
under the Architects’ Registration Act of 
1938, Section 1, in that he practised and 
carried on business under the title con- 
taining the word “ Architect” while he 
was not registered under the Acts. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Allerton.—Plans in hand for 4 houses, for 
which the architect is Samuel MacColl, County- 
chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant granted by Dean of 
Guild Court for erection of 251 dwelling-houses 
and 12 shops at Moredun housing area, at 
£369,000; warrant granted Minister of Works 
to extend apparatus room at Abbeyhi:] Tele- 
phone Exchange, at £7,500; warrant granted 
John Wight & Co. to erect canteen and offices 
at Dumbrydon works, Longstone-rd., at £4,800. 
Plans by T. Bowhill Gibson & Laing, 36, Pal- 
merston-pl.—Warrant granted Governors of 
Fettes Trust to extend chapel at £7,550. Plans 
by Rowand Anderson & Paul & Partners, 16, 
Rutland-sq.—Warrant granted for erection of 
aluminium school building at Saughton at 
£26,000 and a:uminium school units at South- 
field, Southhouse and Moredun at an estimated 
cost of £13,000 each.—Warrant granted W. & A. 
Gilbey, Ltd., for reconstruction of warehouse at 
7, Clifton-ter. at a cost of £30,000. Pans by 
Blyth & Blyth, 135, George-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new class- 
rooms, etc., to be erected at St. Robert’s School, 
for which the architect is John MacNab, 129, 
Bath-st., Glasgow, C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for additions and 
alterations, et¢., for the Archdiocese of Glas- 
gow, to be carried out at Paisley-rd. West, 
and for which the architect is Alexander Mac- 
Annal:y, 220, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, C.2.— 
Plans in hand for the reconstruction and addi- 
tion to the Primrose Motor Company’s build- 
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ings at Cromwe'l-st., for which the architect 
is J. T. King, 52, West Regent-st., Glasgow, C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for additions 
and alterations, etc., to the Glasgow and West 
of Scotland Commercia: College, Pitt-st., for 
which the architects are James Miller & Manson, 


307, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glas- 
gow, W.C.2.—Plans are in hand for 
additions and alterations, etc., at 218 to 
224, Sauchieha'l-st., for C. & A. Modes, Ltd., 


for which the architects are North & Partners, 


Queen-st.,-chbrs., Maidenhead, England. 
Motherwell-Wishaw.—P ans to be prepared for 
a creamery for the Scottish Wholesale Co- 
operative Society, Ltd., Glasgow, on a se'ected 
site at Wishaw, for which the architect is 


Kenneth Masson, 119, Paisley-rd., Kinning Park 
Glasgow, S.E. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans to be prepared for fac- 
tory at Thornliebank Industria] Estate, for 
which the architects are F. A. MacDonald & 
Partners, 3, Woodside-cres., Giasgow, W.C.2. 


BUILDING MECHANICS AND 
THE SCIENTIST 


A Dinner for Apprentices 


T the fourth annual dinner held for 
their benefit at a Clapham Junction 
restaurant on October 29, over 70 appren- 
tices, employed by Messrs. Higgs and 
Hill, Ltd., heard Mr. Edwin Williams, 
M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., L.-C.C. senior archi- 
tect, declare his faith in the British build- 
ing operative and compare him favour- 
ably with his equivalent in the U.S.A. 
Mr. Williams said that he believed 
that there was nothing lacking. in the 
inherent tradition of our building trade 
or in our operatives; the tradition of the 
industry would never die. What it did 
need now, however, was the opportunity 
to fully reveal itself. 


He went on to refer to the increasing 
tendency of introducing science into 
building mechanics, to some extent to 
the detriment of the human element. It 
was fortunate, he felt, that there was 
such a thing as improvisation. The 
scientists kept finding new ways of show- 
ing us how to build; sometimes through 
necessity, sometimes through cussedness 
and sometimes because of the introduc- 
tion of new laws. It was interesting to 
reflect on how laws and regulations had, 
through the years, influenced building. 
On seeing the magnificent architecture 
in, for instance, Rome and other parts 
of [taly. one was bound to conclude 
that in the days when those buildings 
were erected there could not possibly 
have been such institutions as the 
Ministry of Works. 


_ We were passing through frustrating 
times, but should not allow ourselves to 
be disillusioned. What we, as a race, had 
done before, we would do again. Mr. 
Williams told the apprentices that their 
most important satisfaction in life would 
be the knowledge that they would leave 
behind them work of which they were 
proud. 


_Speaking earlier, Mr. Gerald Hill, a 
director of Higgs and Hill, Ltd., said 
that a number of the firm’s foremen and 
department heads were also present that 
evening and he hoped that the boys would 
take advantage of the opportunity to get 
to know them better. He announced 
that the firm now employed 78 appren- 
tices, which represented one learner for 
every seven carpenters employed, and one 
for every nine bricklayers. Eight lads, 
all bricklayers, had recently completed 
their course of training. 


Z.D.A. Abstracts, 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


L.M.B.A. Donation to B.C.B.I. 


The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has sent a donation of twenty guineas 
to the Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent Insti- 
tution. 


Examination Dates Changed. 

We have been asked to state that the 
dates for the Institution of Sanitary 
Engineers’ examinations in 1950 have 
been changed to May 18, 19 and 20, to 
avoid the Whitsuntide recess. 


Coventry Townships. 

Some 24 satellite townships, each popu- 
lated by ‘10,000 to 20,000 people, and 
with allegiance to the city proper, are 
visualised for the Coventry of the future 
in the Coventry Redevelopment Com- 
mittee’s Neighbourhood Unit plan. 


The Village, Windsor Great Park. 


Our description of this recent work 
of Messrs. Sydney Tatchell, Son and 
Partners (illustrated in our last issue) 
omitted to mention that the painting was 
carried out by Messrs. T. H. Kenyon 
and Sons, Ltd., and the plastering by Mr. 
G. J. Foreman. The whole of the 
joinery was executed by the general con- 
tractors, Messrs. Y. J. Lovell and Son, 
Ltd., at their Marlow works. The pitch 
mastic floors were laid by Highways Con- 
struction, Ltd. 


Faculty of Architects and Surveyors. 


At a recent meeting held at the St. 
Ermins Hotel, S.W.1, and presided over 
by Mr. H. H. Murray, President of the 
Joint Faculties, it was resolved to form 
a new branch to be known as the Central 
London Branch of the Joint Faculties. 
The branch was formed for the conve- 
nience of those members living in Lon- 
don, and the boundaries of the new 
branch cover the 28 London boroughs. 


M.O.W. Building Materials Service. 


The Minister of Works has decided that 
on grounds of economy and in view 
of the improved supply of building mater- 
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resisting and hygienic, 
and are readily adapted 
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constructed of 
Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
the specialised advice which is so necessary in 
this form of construction. 
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ANO CAST STONE of ferro-concrete 
construction, call, 
write or phone for a technical representative 
to call. 
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ials the Site Assistance Scheme can be 
discontinued from November 1, 1949. 
Under this scheme, regional officers of 
the Ministry of Works have been arrang- 
ing the supply of materials to particular 
building sites when continuity of work 
appeared to be threatened by shortages. 
The withdrawal of this service will allow 
staff reductions to be made at head- 
quarters and in regional offices. 


Stevenage and Peterlee New Chairmen. 


The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has appointed Dr. Monica 
Felton as Chairman of the Stevenage 
New Town Development Corporation. 
Dr. Felton has been Chairman of Peter- 
lee (County Durham) Development Cor- 
poration since March, 1948. This post is 
now taken over by Lord Beveridge, who 
will combine his new duties with the 
chairmanship of the Aycliffe Develop- 
ment Corpor-tion, to which he was 
appointed in 1947. 


Bracknell New Town Appointments. 


The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has appointed the following as 
members of the Bracknell Development 
Corporation: Sir Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., 
Past-President, R.I.B.A. (chairman); 
H. W. Wells, F.R.ILCS. (vice-chair- 
man); Mrs. L. M. Brooke; Lt.-Col. W. E. 
(Cross, F.R.I.B.A.; P. Fullerton-Bustard; 
W. H. Hopkins; Alderman Mrs. E. 
Jarvis; and Norris Kenyon, B.Sc., J.P. 

Sir Lancelot Keay is already chairman 
of Basildon New Town. 


A Presentation at Barnsley. 


Mr. G. P. Dearden, retiring teacher of 
plumbing at Barnsley Technical College, 
has been presented with an engraved clock 
as a mark of the appreciation of his col- 
leagues and the Plumbing Advisory Com- 
mittee for outstanding work in the 
advancement of plumbing education. Mr. 
W. F. Walker, B.Sc., Headmaster of the 
Technical School, expressed his apprecia- 
tion of Mr. Dearden’s services, and Dr. 
Heathcoat, M.Sc., Principal of the Col- 
lege, made the presentation, expressing 
regret that the teaching profession should 
be losing such a keen and competent 
colleague.. 


Commemorative Brochure. 


An illustrated brochure produced to 
commemorate the visit on October 25 of 
Princess Elizabeth to the Borough of 
Ilford and to mark Ilford Borough Coun- 
cil’s achievement in completing the erec- 
tion of 1,000 new houses and flats of per- 
manent construction since the end of the 
recent war, has been issued by that 
authority. The brochure contains photo- 
graphs and descriptive matter of a repre- 
sentative selection of the different types 
of dwellings which the council have built 
and which Her Royal Highness inspected. 
Among those illustrated are houses on 
the Barley-lane site built under the 
Apprentice Master Scheme. 


Concentrating House Building. 

Romsey and Stockbridge Rural District 
Council have approved a recommendation 
that, instead of erecting the present allot- 
ted number of houses on the various sites, 
certain sites should be developed fully. 
This would avoid having to return to 
erect additional houses later. The Min- 
istry of Health has described the proposal 
as “eminently reasonable.” The amended 
site allocation provides for the erection 
of new houses as follows : Broughton 26, 
Stockbridge 24, Over Wallop 20, Nether 
Wallop 16, Awbridge 12, East Tytherley 
10, Stockbridge and King’s Somborne 8 
each, Chilworth and East Dean 6 each, 
Nursling (additional to complete site) 4. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts sfill open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
vith an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a “i: (t+) 
denotes closing date for applications the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
irom whom-particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 8. 
t*Folkestone B.C.—24 flats, Dover-rd. William 
D. Stewart, architect, 127, Sandgate-rd. Dep. 
x 


alia NOVEMBER 10. 

t*Near Southampton.—New Pavilion at Cold- 
east Hospital, Sarisbury Green, for 8S.W. Metro- 
politan Regional Hospital roup (Coldeast 
Hospital and Tatchbury Mount Group Manage- 
ment Committee). J. M. Sheppard & Partners, 
archit ry 38, Bedford-pl., ondon, W.C.1. 
Dep. £2 2s 

+*Surrey 'C.C.—Dormitory block at Ottershaw 
Boarding’ School, Cherisey. County A., County 
a Kingston-on- Thames, Dep, £2 2s. 
t*Surrey C.C.—Hutted kitchen and dining 

County 


room for primavy school, Bletchingley. 
Dep. 


A., a Hall, Kingston-on-Thames. 


£2 NOVEMBER 11. 
t*Herne Bay U.D.C.—Ten houses at West 
rn area. A.S. Wilson & Partner, 8, Princes- 
Bw s-gate, S.W.1, Dep. £2 2s. 

Ilford B.C.—Preliminary works for erection 
of Preven fn Modern Schoo! for Girls, Grove-rd. 
Tenders by December 2. 

+*Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional Hospital 
Board.—Modernisation of ward block “A” at 
Bensham General Hospital, Gateshead. E. B. 
Jenkins, Secret ge “Dunira,” Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2. 

+*Newcastie-upon-Tyne Regional Hospital 
Board.—Structural alterations, Shotley Bridge 
Hospital. E. B. Jenkins, Secretary, ‘ * Dunira,” 


is Ss 
Osborne-td. NOVEMBER 12. 
_tClevedon U.D.C.—22 houses at Meadow-rd. 
site. C., Council House. Dep. £3 3s. 
t+*Essex ©.C.—Prefabricated emergency treat- 
ment centre at South Hornchurch. County A., 
County Hall, Chelmsford. 
+*Rotherham C.B.—Erection of Broom Valley 
County Primary School. Director of Education, 
Education Offices. Domine-la. Dep. £5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 14. 
+*Bedfordshire ©€.C.—School at 
County A., Bedford. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Chester T.C.—Brick administrative building, 


Totternhce. 


boiler-house, cold frames, etc., at Westminster 
Park Nursery, contract No. 2. City E. & S., 
Municipal Offices. 

Manchester ‘T.C. Pend centre at 
Burton-rd. City A. Dep. £1 

+* Northumberland Se tokced, Bedside, 
Blyth. County A., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


t*Pembrokeshire C.C.—Erection of Fishguard 
Grammar/Modern School. County A., County 


Offices, Haverfordwest. Dep. £5 5s. ” Tenders 
by December 6. 
*Wakefield T.C.—14 houses at  Eastmoor 


estate extension, City E., Room 35, Town Hall. 
NOVEMBER 15. 

Newcastle-Emiyn U.D.C.—Four houses with 
drains, sewers, etc., new Fairfield. C., Council 
Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Foundations, boiler- 
house and other works at New Comprehensive 
High School, Belfeirs, Leigh-on-Sea. Architect 
e the E.C., 30, Alexandra-st., Southend-on-Sea. 


ep. 21. NOVEMBER 16, 

Doncaster C.B.—20 houses at Intake estate. 
Estates S., 15, South-parade. Dep. £3 3s. 

Guildford R.D.C.—Four bungalows and 4 
flatted dwellings at. Gravel Pits Cottages, New- 
td., Gomshall. E. & S., Millmead House, Guild- 
ford. Dep. £2 2s. 

South Kesteven ‘R.D.C.—20 houses at 2 sites. 
H. Parsons, architect, Council Offices, 41, North- 
st., Bourne. Lincs, Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 17. 

Vee C.B.—Alterations and war 
damage = (Stage 2) at Southampton 
Technical llege. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by December 16. 


t*Surrey C.C.—Alteration works at County 
Hall to form a Third Court. County A., County 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 18. 
+*Hornsey B.C.—Nine flats at Mount View-rd., 
by Oakfield-rd., scheme No. 25; 17 flats and 
council stores at Mount View-rd., by Granville- 
rd.. scheme No. 26. B.E. & 8., Town Hall. 
Tenders by December 16. 


THE BUILDER 


NOVEMBER 19. 
+*Carshalton U.D.C.—Ten flats at Lavender- 
rd. and 6 flats at Banstead-rd. J. W. Wright, 
C.. District; Council Offices, The Grove. 
Choriey R.D.C.—(1) 12 houses at Eccleston; (2) 
12 at Hoghton; (3) 4 at Ulnes Walton. W. 


Groves, S., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s, each 
contract. 

*Shepton Mallet U.D.C.—Six houses at 
Stevens-cl., Ridgway. G. F. Hawkins, 6., 
Market-pl. Dep. £2 


Shields T.C.  Tolice sub-section station 
at West Park-rd. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 21. 


Battle R.D.C.—Ten houses and 12 flats at 
“ Mountjoy” estate. A. H. Leave (A.), 
Mount-st.. Battle. Dep. £2 2s. 


+*Brighton C.B.—New Secondary School at 
Stanmer. B.E. & S., 26-30. King’s-rd. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by December 5. 

*Glanford Brigg R.D.C.—Six houses at Flix- 
borough. Buttrick & Buttrick (F. & A.), 43, 
Oswald-rd., Scunthorpe. Dep. 

*Luton.—Boro’ schools kitchen, 
om td. B.E. Dep. £2 

ya. c. 6 dunles School at Beech- 
aie oo. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Decem- 


s 
NOVEMBER 22. ; 
Cirencester R.D.C.—Six houses wiih paths, 
fences, etc., at Duntisbourne, Abbotts. Pyle & 
Saint, Thomas-st. House, Cirencester. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
Det BER 23. 
Sree B.—Classroom block at Purley 
oan chool, ~ oo rd., South Croydon, Chief 
Education Officer, Katherine-st, Dep. £1. 


NOVEMBER 24. 


£2. 
‘central 


Chailey R.D.C.—Two pairs of bungalows at 
Downsview site, North Common, and 1 pair at 
Gowscroft site, Kingston. Architect, Bouncil 
Offices, ‘‘ Thebes,” Church-la., Lewes. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 25. 

*Wokingham R.D.C.—(1) Roads and sewers; 
(2) erection of 8 houses and 2 bungalows off 
Garde-rd., Sonning-on-Thames. Eric G. V. 
Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 


each section. 
NOVEMBER 26. 
avn Walden R.D.C.—12 houses, 
. Overall, C. 
NOVEMBER 28. 

*Blackpool C.B.—Three-stream infants’ and 
junior schools af: Grange Park estate. B.S., 
Municipal- er Dep. £2. 

Blandford R.D.C.—12 houses with service road 
and site works at Tarrant Keynston; also lay- 
ing of mains to 12 =n ‘and construction 
of sewage disposal works, Council Offices, 
10, The Market-place. ay "£3 3s. 

Ruislip-Northwood U.D.C.—Eight shops with 
16 flats above at Salisbury-rd., Eastcote. E. & 
S.. Council Offices, Northwood. Dep. £2 2s. 

*States of Guernsey.—Six houses at Sandy 
Hook, St. Sampsons.. G. Heggs, States E., 
States Office. Dep. £1 


Ashdon. 
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NOVEMBER 29. 
*Barrow-in-Furness C.B.—County eels and 
infants’ school, Haweoat. B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2) 2s. 
NOVEMBER 3. : 
*Cuckfield U.D.C.—Pair of houses at Victoria- 
rd. Haywards Heath. R. J. Willett, 
M.i.Mun.E., S., Council —— “ Oaklands,” 
Haywards Heath. Dep. £1 ls. 
*Epsom and Eweil T.C. oo. houses and 28 flats 
at Wells estate, Epsom. B.E. & S., Town Hall. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
DECEMBER 2. 

*Brighton C.B.—Farmhouse, farm cottages 
and farm buildings at Balsdean Farm, hotting- 
dean. Waterworks E., 12, Bond-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Northfleet U.D.C.—25 houses at Coldharbour. 
rd. estate. E. & 8., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 5. 

*Cheimsford T.C.—14 shops with 12 flats above 
at-Melbourne Park estate. B-E. & S., Municipal 
Offices, Duke-st. Dep. £2 2s 

DECEMBER 9. 

* Dorking b D.C.—67 houses at Wheelers-la., 

Brockham. S., Council Offices, Pippbrook. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
DECEMBER 10. 
*Lewes T.C. i ee of floor of Corn 


Exchange. B.S, Dep. ‘£3 
DECEMBER 13. 
*Bournemouth ©.B.—196 houses at Kinson 
estate. Boro’ A. (Room 98). ig £1 1s. 


DECEMBER 
We gy c.B.—5 cy — at 3 sites. 
Boro’ A. (Room 98). Dep. oad 2s. 
DECEMBER 1 
*Bournemouth C. ie Alereiake, repairs and 
redecorations to existing premises for use as 
golf club and flat at aa Park. Boro’ A. 
(Room 98). Dep. £1 1 
DECEM BER 31. 
*Cuckfield U.D.C. houses = Western-rd., 
Haywards Heath. J. Willett, S., Council 
Offices, ‘“‘ Oaklands,” "icwaahs Heath. Dep. 


£1 Is. 
NO DATE. 

*Burnley C.B.—Drainage, foundations and 
walling up to ground-floor level = girls’ high 
school. B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

Coine T.C.—22 houses at Birtwistle-ave. B.S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 15. 
Sy R.D.C.—Site works at ae Mead. 
. & §., Council Offices. Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 19. 

Farnham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Gorse- 

lands site. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 21. 

Hitchin U.D.C.—-Roads and sewers at Purwell 
estate and construction of soil sewer at Charl- 
ton. §., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. each. 

NOVEMBER 25. 

+Gloucester R.D.C.—Additions and modifica- 
tions at Maidenhall-Highnam estate sewage dis- 
posal works. W. Herbert Bateman & Partners, 
Chesterfield House, Batheaston, Bath. Dep. 

2 


2s. 
NOVEMBER 28. 

*Bootle C.B.—Roads and sewers at a la. 
site, scheme 22. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 

Daventry &.D.C.—Construction iy * main 
drainage at Barby. Pick, Everard, Keay & 
Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Ealing. T.C.—Improvement of Hanger-la. 
B.E. & S. £ 

Fareham U.D.C. 7 of housing site 
at Old Isolation es site. E. & S., West- 
bury Manor. Dep. £2 

NOVEMBER 30. 

*Wycombe R.D.C.—Roads, sewers and sewage 
disposal works at_Lacey Green site. M. 
Smith 100, Easton-st., High Wycombe. 
= £2 2s. 

Wycombe R.D.C.—Roads, sewers and sewage 
Ganaeal works at Great Kingshill site. J. M. 


Smith (F.), 100, Easton-st., High Wycombe. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 5. 
Aireborough U.D.C.—Roads and sewers and 


site works at Bolton House and Windmill-la., 
Yeadon. E. & S., Micklefield House, Rawdon. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Northallerton R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage 
disposal works at ena We and Romanby. 
Arnold Brooksbank, M.I.C.E., 14. The Exchange, 
Bradford, Yorks. ou £5 5s. (by cheque). 

Portmadoc U.D ewerage and sewage dis- 
Richards & Dumb leton, Cornwall- 


posal works. 
Birmingham, 3. Dep. 


bldgs., 45, Newhall-st., 
5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovses.—Hous- 
ing Comm. propose 44 houses on Essendene 
estate to plans by Architects’ Department. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovses AND 
Fiats.—Six pairs of houses and three blocks of 
flats are to be erected by Housing Comm. on 
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north and south sides of Crewes-ave. Plans 
by counci:’s architects. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovses.—Hous- 
ing Comm. proposal to erect six pairs of houses 
on a site at Ninehams-rd. has been approved by 
Town Planning Comm. Plans by Architects’ 
Department. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovuses AND 
Fiats.—U.D.C. propose five pairs of houses and 
a block of flats in Godstone-rd. near White 
Knobs Farm and ‘‘ The Hawthorns,” to plans 
by council’s architects. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—F ats.—Housing 
Comm. propose five blocks of dwellings on sites 
between Nos. 26 and 68, Mi‘ton-rd., having a 
frontage to Cromwei.l-rd. Plans by ” Architects’ 
Department. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovses.—Three 
pairs of houses are to be erected by Housing 
Comm. on sites adjoining No. 17, Queen’s Park- 
rd. Plans by Architects’ Department. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovusine.—Land 
in Godstone-rd. opposite White Knobs-way has 
been earmarked by Housing Comm. for housing 
ene, No plans have yet been formu- 
ated. 

Fulham.—Hovuses anp F.iats.—B.C. Housing 
Comm. propose acquisition of portion of Lillie- 
rd, (South) area for mixed housing development. 
Sketch plans have been prepared by the coun- 
cil’s architects. 

Hackney.—Lisrary Site.—Libraries Comm. 
proposes acquisition of a site at corner of Stoke 
Newington-rd. and Farieigh-rd. for a proposed 
= library. No plans “have yet been formu- 
ated. 

Hackney.—Lanp ror Hovsinc.—Nine flats are 
proposed on a site in Darenth-rd. which is to 
be acquired by B.C. Plans by Co-operative 
Planning ‘a 73b, South Side, Clapham Com- 
mon, 

oS hey —Fiats.—B.C. Housing Comm. 
have approved in principle layout p'ans sub- 
mitted by Frank Scarlett, B.A., F.R.I.B.A., 11 
9. aeiaeeaiea W.1, for 112 flats at Shoot- 
up Hill. 

Hampstead.—Fiats.—Housing Comm. has 
approved in principle layout plans by Boro’ E. 
and Housing A. for 25 flats at Lawn-rd. 

Lewisham.—Fiats.—B.C. has approved de- 
tailed plans by council’s architects, re'ating to 
proposed erection of 112 flats on Perry Vale 
(No. 2) site. 

Lewisham.—F.Lats.—Housing Comm. have ap- 
proved detai ied plans for erection of 54 flats 
on Whitefoot-.a. site (south side). The site 
is to be developed by B.C. in co-operation with 
Messrs. Wates. Ltd. 

Shoreditch.—Fiats.—B.C. Housing Comm. 
have approved plans by council’s Architects’ 
Department for 40 flats at Colville estate. 

Shoreditch.—Lanp ror Hovustnc.—B.C. Hous- 
ing Comm. are to acquire compulsorily land in 
Britannia-walk area for the erection of 60 flats, 
for which the Boro’ S. has prepared plans. 

Shoreditch._Lanp ror Hovusinc.—B.C. Hous- 
ing Comm. are to acquire land in Char-es-sq. 
and Chart-st. area for the erection of 40 flats, 
for which plans are being prepared by Boro’ s. 
Shoreditch.—CeNTRAL Lisrary.—A site situated 
in Pitfield- ‘ between Bowling Green-wa‘k and 
Ashford-st., has been chosen by. Libraries Comm. 
for proposed new_central library and is to be 
acquired. Boro’ S. is preparing plans. 

Shoreditch. — Brancn Lisrary.— Subject to 
L.C.C._ approval, B.C. Libraries Comm. propose 
acquiring site at north-east corner of Cropley- 
st. and Wenlock-st. upon which to erect a 
permanent branch library. Boro’ S. is prepar- 
ing plans. 

Shoreditch.—Brancn Liprary. —Boro’ S. is pre- 
paring plans for a proposed permanent branch 
library in Goldsmith’s-row. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bangor.—Women’s hostel is to be_ built at 
corner of Love-la. and College-rd. by University 
Authorities. 

Birchington.—Main Spurgeon’s Orphan Homes 
are to be moved from Reiga‘e to Birchington, 
Kent. Provision of eee for about 
300 is estimated to cost £300.0 

Blyth.—T.C. and Blyth Port ‘Authority have 
agreed to build a new mortuary with post- 
mortem facilities. Plans by Boro’ 

Brackley.—T.C. have sold site at sewage farm 
to Electrolumination, Ltd., for erection of a 
new factory. 

Bradford.—E.C. to submit plans for erection 
of Margaret McMillan Training College for 
nursery teachers at Dirkhill-rd. 

Cheshire.—E.C. propose canteens at Malpas 
C.E. School, St. Paul’s C.E. School, - 6 gg 
and Handford C.E. School. County A., E. 
Mainwaring Parkes. 

Chester.—Hospitals Board propose erection of 
maternity home at Runcorn. 

Chester.—E.C. 7 leat new secondary modern 
school at £95,230 

Chesterfield.—R.D.C. propose erection of flats 
also four houses at Tupton. Surveyor, J. B. 
Wikeley. 

Coventry. —T.C. Planning Com. have approved 
plan showing proposed use of land in Corpora- 
tion-st. It provides for a civic restaurant and 
shops, two. cinemas and two licensed premises. 





THE BUILDER 








“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
ZINC OXIDE 
The zinc oxide manufacturers announce that 
from October 28 prices of zinc oxide are increased 
by £1 15s. The new prices are :—Red Seal, 
i rg ; Green Seal, £82 5s. ; and White Seal, 
S. 


ZINC 
The M.o.S. announce that from October 28 
the price of good ordinary brand zinc is increased 
by £2 from £81 10s. to £83 10s. per ton delivered. 
Prices for other grades will be increased accord- 
ingly. 











Darlington.— oeentes Temperance Institute, 

lads.one-st., is to be reconstructed. Northern 
Gas Board (Darlington Division) are to erect 
office accommodation in Valley-st. North. Plans 
have been approved for ten houses on Haughton 
North housing site for T.C. Corporation De- 
velopment Comm. to consider proposal for a 
new Leadyard bus station. E.C. received sanc- 
tion to ge | £16,403 for proposed additions 
to Salters-la. Open-Air School. 

Daventry.—T.C. propose i tla centre 
and swimming baths in North-st. 

Dawlish.—T.C. are considering a plan for 
new Town Hall whose main entrance would face 
Barton Hill. 

Didsbury.—Major extensions are proposed at 
British Cotton Industry Research Association’s 
Shirley Institute, for which planning approval 
has been obtained. 

Droitwich.—R.D.C. propose further houses on 
Hanbury Estate. Surveyor, R. F. Fry. 

Dudley.—T.C. have appointed Harvey & 
Wicks, 117, Hagley-rd., Birmingham, to ges 
plans for adaptation of “ The Woodlands,” 
home for aged. ; 

Durham.— Additional accommodation is to be 
provided by County E.C. at following infant 
schools: Dawdon, Houghton-le-Spring, Ryton, 
West Cornforth, Spennymoor, Barnard Castle 

E,. Murton, Billingham C.E., Haverton Hill; 
Billingham North, Middleton St. George, and 
Hebburn Quay. County A., G, R. Clayton, 
Court-la., Durham. 

oar. Northumberland Hotels, Ltd., High- 

. Ga eshead, have revived pre-war plan for a 


~ hotel in Sunderland-rd, and Mill-la., 
Durham. Annfield Plain C.W.S., Ltd., proposes 
shop at junction of Great North-rd. and 


George-st. Alterations are proposed to library, 
Palace-green, for Dean and Chapter of Durham. 
Citv Council] has applied for sanction to borrow 
£42 822 for the erection of 35 houses on Sunder- 
land-rd. estate (builders, J. W. Whiie, Litd., 
Durham). 

Easington.—R.D.C. has authorised surveyor 
(R. R. Lumsden) to proceed with scheme for 50 
chalets at Crimdon Park at about £19,000. 

Failsworth.—U.D.C. propose shopping centre, 
flats and washhouses at Bardsley Fold estate. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—P. L. Browne, Son & 
Harding, Pearl-bldgs., Northumberland- st., 
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Newcastle, are architects for alterations to 
R.A.O.B. Club and Institute in Sunderland-st. 
Durham County E.C. are to carry out additions 
to Houghton-le-Spring County Infants’ School 
and Newbottle County Boys’ School. 

Houghton-le-Spring. — U.D.C. propose 114 
2 aes: nay houses by contract. Plans by 

J. Hunter, surveyor, Council Offices, 
Winchien le-Spring, Co. Durham. 

Limehurst.—R.D.C. approved 44 houses at 
— Estate at £57,936. Surveyor, H. Brad- 
shaw. 

Lindsey, Lincs.—E.C. received approval for 
sec. sch. at Spilsby; junior school at Horncastle ; 
sec. mod. sch. and tech. inst. at Coningsby ; 
junior sch. at Lincoln-gdns., and infants’ sch., 
Bushfield-rd., Scunthorpe. County A., R: 
Clark. County Offices, Lincoln. 

Matlock.—U.D.C. propose additional houses 
at Bonsall. Surveyor, N. Chamberlain. 

Monmouth.—John Watts Hotels, Ltd., propose 
extensions, including a swimming pool, at Ivy 
Bank Hotel. Monmouth magistrates have 
approved plans. 

Moreton.—Brookland House and _ gardens, 
Hoylake-rd., are being acquired by Catholic 
church authorities as a site for proposed new 
church 

Nailsworth.—_U.D.C. propose 12 houses on 
West Tynings site to plans by council’s archi- 
tect, Stockford Careless. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New offices are to be 
built at the Caroline Pit, and alterations made 
to engine house. Plans ‘by Engineering Dept., 
N.C.B., Ellison-pl., Neweastle. 

Newcastle (Staffs). —Cackett, Burns Dick & 
McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on- Tyne, 
are architects for alterations to offices in Pitt- 
st., for meters A ae Ltd. 

Newport (1.0.W.).—Site for light industries 
on east bank of river — a quay exten- 
sion of 600 ft. are proposed by T Planning 
Comm. sites for extension to Guildhall and new 
municipal offices are also sought and a bus 
station is proposed. 

Oldbury.—B.C. propose 48 houses on Titford 
Estate and 24 on Cokesmore Estate; plans by 
< iy Hogs, A.R.I.B.A., 1, Church-st., Oldbury, 

Orrell.—U.D.C. seek permission to erect further 
38 houses and 24 aged persons’ bungalows at 
Moor-rd. Estate. Surveyor, F. Butterfield. 

Paignton.—T.C. is considering erection of a 
combined religious and social centre for tenants 
on new Foxhole estate. 

Penn.—Congregational Union of England and 
Wales propose new reinforced concrete church 
on site already purchased at Penn-rd 

Plymouth.—Libraries Comm. propose 
central library. 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. to build 66 houses. 
Architect, J. Angus, Hanover-sq., Newcastle. 

River Wear. —River Commissioners are to 
carry out a modernisation scheme at the South 
Docks and re-site a workshop. Est. cost, over 
£20.000. Plans by Chief Engineer, W. 8S. Tripp, 
Commissioners’ Offices, John-si., Sunderland. 

Salford.—_Walker & Homfrays, Ltd., propose 
alterations to the ‘‘ William the Fourth,” Hall- 


st. 

Scarborough.—Boro’ (H. V. Overfield) has 
been asked to submit EB. for four shops with 
living accommodation at Eastfield. The Cor- 
poration Catering Comm. is to consider a re- 
port on the proposed reconstruction of the 
Corner Café, Peasholm. Alderson & Allen, 
Scarborough, are architects for a factory in 
Seamer-rd. for Quartons, Ltd., and garage and 
warehouse in Clarence-pl., for J. Tamblin. War 
Dept. are to build four houses in North Clift- 
av. Barrowcliff Community Association are to 
build community centre in Colescliff-rd. 

Spennymoor.—Durham C.C. has_ instructed 
County A. (G. B. Clayton) to prepare sketch 
plans for a grammar-technical school. 

Stafford.—R.D.C. propose further six houses at 
Seighford. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—It is proposed to build a 
Methodist church and hall in Greem-la. Archi- 
tect, R. Cowan, Gazette-bldgs., Bridge-rd., 
S'ockton-on-Tees. 

Stratford-on-Avon.—R.D.C. to prepare lay-out 
plans for 28-30 ao at Tamworth in Arden. 
Surveyor, J. 

Tittensor.—P. €. await M.O.E. approval to site 
for village hall. 

Upholland.—U.D.C. propose 24 houses and 10 
bungalows at-Highgate Estate. 

Wallasey.—Owners of Grove Hotel propose 
conversion work to provide 52 suites. Housing 
Comm. have approved in principle. 

Wellingborough.—U.D.C. propose community 
centre. Surveyor, R. Kilby. 

West Hartlepool.—T.C. approved plans for 
alterations to existing buildings and erection of 
new buildings in connection with a modernisa- 
tion scheme at the works of the South Durham 
Steel & Iron Co., Ltd. Plans by the firm’s own 
engineers. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. approved erection of 
church, presbytery and school at Tarleton, 
by R.C. authorities. 

Wigan.—B.C. propose county sec. tech. sch. 
at Parsons Walk. 

Workington.—West Cumberland Industrial De- 
velopment Co., Ltd., are to build a factory to 
be let to Messrs. Ogden & Lawson, brass- 
founders of Workington. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance 

§ Denotes, accepted subject to modification, 

4 Denotes accepted oy H.M. Government 
Departments. 


vig —12 houses at Cherry Burton, for 
R De. Palfreyman, engineer, surveyor and 
pe "3, Market-pl.: *. Wright & 
(Hul:), Ltd., 57, Regent-st., Hull. 


Billericay. _Kight houses. at Wickford site, 
for U.D.C. H. B. Mayhew, ¥.LA.S., 8., Coun- 
cil Offices: *Hosking & Sons (Essex), Ltd., 


Arterial-rd., Rayiiekt £9,616. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—Painting of 100 houses 
at Station-rd. esate, for U.D.C.: ‘*Direct 
L, pore 
ackpool.—Six houses at Mereside estate, for 


BO *Gariside Bros., Carlton-av., Blackpool, 
4 Se iiininite~iile ptations at Treborth 
Hall, Menai, for E.C.: *H. E. Williams, 42, 


inuaten Bangor, £14,827 ; a and dining- 
ro at Portmadoc: *G. & J. P. Gregory, High- 
Caernarvon, £10,187. 

“desaham and Warlingham.—20 dwellings and 
footpath at Tithe Pit Shaw-la., for U.D.C.: 
Woodcock, Marshall & Co., Ltd., £25,715 (sub- 
ject to M.H. approval). 

Cheadle.—48 dwellings for U.D.C.: *F. Blur- 
‘on, Ltd., Hazel Grove, near Stockport. 

Chesterfield.—12 houses at Pisley, for R.D.C.: 
Bie eninge Bs 247, East Bawtry- 

Rotherham, £12 

“denaetacurestion a garage, for Siddle & 
Cook. Plans by J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., 
Blackhill: *Jos. Tiutiy & Sons, Blackhill via 
Consett, Co. Durham. 

Coventry. —Building of the superstructure of 
the six-storey shop and office block known as 
Slock: “‘ B,” for Planning & —— Com- 
inittee : *Higgs & Hill, Ltd., 

Coventry.—28 houses at * Sadier-re rd. 
“Direct Labour, £37,498. 

nee ats ‘at Villiers-av. estate, for 
T.C.: *Greenwood Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Bootle. 

Croydon.—Three classrooms, cloakrooms and 
lavatories at Monks Orchard School, The Glade 
tor C.B. The School Architect, Croydon: 
7E. H. —. (Croydon), Ltd., Wellesley-rd., 
Croydon, £7,74 

Denton.—28 ie at Lees House Farm site, 
nr. No. 4 san _ ¥ D.C. Duncan §. Graham, 
B.Sc.M.I.Mun.E & 8., Town Hall, *Vessey 
Bros. ‘Gontiackam, Ltd., St. Martin’s-rd., 
oo Ches. 

Denton.—20 houses at Lees House Farm site, 
nr, No. 5 scheme, for U.D.C. Duncan S. Graham, 
B.Sc., M.I.Mun.E., E. & S., Town Hall. *Eger- 
ton Construction Co., Lid., Lees-ave., Denton, 
ur. Manchester. 

Durham.—52 type ‘“‘ C”’ houses at Wakenshaw, 
for City Council: *H. F. Mole, Chester-le-Street, 
Co. Durham. 

Glasgow.—24 houses, for the Scottish Veterans’ 
Association: *MacTaggart & Nickel, Ltd., 107, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow 

Halesowen.—16 houses al | Bourne- av., for T.C.: 
*Titford Property Co., L Wolverhampton. 

Harrow.—140 houses at gts Go!f Course 
estate, for U.D.C.: *R. G. Lambert, Ltd., 
£200,396. 

Heywood.—44 houses for B.C. : 
Ltd., Heywood. 

Kensington.—Flat conversions at 25, Kensing- 
ton Court. Harold ee (L.). architect, 
8, Old Burlington-st.. W.1. *Chamberlain In- 
ee Ltd., Staffa ‘Works, Staffa-rd.. Leyton, 

a. for B.C. Adaptation of 
14-18, Cranley-gdns., as ‘‘ halfway houses ” 
*W. Walkerdine, Ltd. (estimated cost, £20, 000) ; 
erection of office accommodation at the Abbey 
site: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Lid., £89,974 (sub- 
Ject to necessary approvals ‘and loan sanction). 

Liverpool.— Works for City Council. 18 —_ 
at Cranmer-st.: *Peak Construction Co., Ltd., 
49, Hamilton-sq., Birkenhead, Ches, 529 2667 
nine houses at Farnworth area: *N. Griffiths & 
Co., Lid., Grainger-av., Birkenhead, Ches. 

L.c.6.—Contracts exceedin £2,500 in value 
ye by L.C.C. during period ended October 


The reinstatement of former Fox School, Ken- 
sington, Falkus Bros., Ltd., E.C.2. An electri- 


estate: 


*James Berry, 


ca] installation at Queen’s-cres. School, N.W.5, 
Iverson Electrical, Ltd., .6. The erection of 
classroom shelters at Wood-la. Open-Air School, 


Hammersmith, John Harrison (London), Ltd. 
The extemal, peiating of 500 dwellings at Wat- 
ling Estate ndon, Buckingham ons, Ltd., 
N.W.4. The external painting of dwellings on 
the following housing estate :—Millwall, Poplar, 
Montrose and Montcalm Houses (106 flats) ; 
Chicksand, Stepney, Greatorex (part), Hanbury 
and Shelman Houses (151 flats); Pembury, 
Hackney, Ditton, Crandale, Adisham, Broore, 
Cheriton Langley and Monkton Houses (210 
flats) ; Sprayway, Ltd., W.1. 

{London (Admiralty). —Portland: Workshops 
and administrative blocks, Staverton Builders, 
Ltd., Totnes. Devon. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended October 22. Paint. 
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ing work: Clark & Fenn, Ltd., London, S.W.4; 
Sinclairs Steel Erectors, Ltd., Manchester, 16; 
J. Else & Co., Ltd., Matlock, Derbyshire ; 
F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. General main: 
tenance work: F. ‘Richards, Redruth; James 
Make, Ltd., Aberdeen; W. E. Chivers & Sons, 
Devizes, Wilts. Building work: W. & J. 
Fry Ltd., York; Haymills (Contractors), 
Ltd., London, W.5; Jesse Mead, Ltd., Chesham, 
Bucks; W. Ames, “Ltd. Great Yarmouth; Saw- 
den & ‘Simpson, Ltd., Acomb, York; 8. Cartledge 
& Son, Ltd., Louth; Winton Hayes, Ltd., 
Biggleswade, Beds; John McLean (Builders), 
Ltd., Wolverhampton ; F. B. Thackray & Co., 
Ltd., Huntingdon; Ringmer Building Works, Ltd., 
Lewes, Sussex ; A. J. Dunning & Sons, Lid: 
Andover, Hants. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended October 29. 
Heating installation: Colostat Combustion Sys- 
tems, Ltd., London, 8.W.1; Comyn Ching & 
Co. (London), Ltd., London, W.C.2. Building 
work: Musseliwhite & Son, Lid., Basingstoke; 
Francis Jackson Contractors, Lid., Ickenham, 
rag Haymills (Contractors), Lid., London, 


Moorhouse & Barker, Ltd., Thornaby-on- 
Tees Neodox, Ltd., Manchester, 2; A. Rich- 
ond & Sons, Retford, Notts; Comben & 


Kenton, Harrow. * Middx. ; John- 


Wakeling, Ltd. 
Ltd., Cambridge; J. F. Booth & 


son & Bailey, 


Son, Banbury, Oxon ; Hadsphaltic Construc- 
tion Co., ge London, .C.3; H. O. Andrews, 
Ltd., Leeds, 8. Civil engineering and building 


work : aes ‘Laing & Son, Lid., London, N.W.7. 
GYlLondon (M .0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended October 22:— 
London: Victoria and Albert Museum, Inter- 
nal —" and decorations, John Mowlem & 
* 91, Ebury Bridge-rd., S.W.1; London 
Hostels: "60-63, Ennismore-gdns., S.W.7, Exter- 
nal repairs and painting, John Morgan, Ltd. 
(London), 127, Terminal rouse, Grosvenor-gdns., 
eS Berks: Site 2, Abingdon, 100 houses, 
Chivers & Co., Devi Wilts. Bucks: 
P.O. ye school ‘Bletchley Park, Bletchley. 
Adaptations, Betts & Faulkner, Lid., 31, High- 
st., Stony Stratford. Cambs: Grain Silos, Ful- 
bourne, nr. Fe Erection, ete., Charles 


R. Price, "BO ury-Td., London, N.W.9. Den- 
ee : B.0.T. Trading Estate, bag rp 
Adaptations, M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., 


Caerns. Essex: M/L 


The Morfa, Conway, 
Chelmsford, Addi- 


Hostel, Broomfield House, 
tions and adaptations, V. G. Selwood & Co., 86 
Broomfield-rd., Chelmsford, Hampshire: Tele- 
phone Exchange, Ogle-rd., Southampton, Erec- 
tion, W. E. Chivers & Son, Devizes, Wilts. 
Inverness : Tomnacross Pubig School, Temp, 
classrooms, Call & Douglas, Craigroy, "Joss-8t., 
Invergordon. Midlothian: St. Andrews House, 
Edinburgh, Internal decorations and cleaning, 
T. Bonnar & Sons, 5, George-st., Edinbu 
General Register House, Edinburgh, Internal 
redecoration, T. Bonnar & Sons, 5, George-st., 
Edinburgh. Norfolk: Coastguard Station, 
Gorleston, Erection, dwellings, etc., W. Ames, 
Ltd., Dene Side, Gt. Yarmouth. Northampton- 
shire : M.N.I., The Headlands, Kettering, 
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\ Ltd., 63, Edinburgh-rd., 
Northampton. Yorks: Park School, Doncaster, 
Kitchen and dining-room, Jaques & Greeves, 
Ltd., 3, Cedar-rd., Balby, penaene. 

{london (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
pag by War Dept. for week ended October 


Berks: Building work J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd., Gerrards Cross. Witte: Building work, 
A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Lid., Weyhill. 
Berks: Electrical work, Christy Bros. (Chelms- 
ford), Ltd., Bristol. Hampshire: Painting and 
decorating work, Fields, Lid., Reading. 
London: Building works, B. R. Palmer & Co., 
Merton; Amalgamated Building! Contractors. 


Ltd., London. 
h.—86 houses at Thorpe-av. es- 
*Wm. Davis & Co. (Leicester), 


Adaptations, Chowns, 


hboroug' 
tate, for T.C.: 


Ltd.; 32 bungalows at Shelthorpe: *Simmons 
Bros., Rothley, Leics. 
Macclesfield.—Houses for R.D.C. 14 at Over 


Alderley : *A, Hough & Sons, Wilmslow, £18,464 ; 
14 at Eaton: *H. Rochford, Macclesfield, £18,177. 
Manchester.—Works for City Council. 44 
“No Fines” a at Woodhouse Park and 
Moss Nook: Hodgkinson, Whaley Bridge 
(negotiated Bs 28 houses at hee mage 
— aee Moss Nook: *W. J. Simms, Sons & 
Ltd. Nottingham (negotiated price sub- 
ang = M.H. approval). 

Middlesbrough.—14 pike houses at Beech- 
“an for T.C. wi A. Kenyon, B.E.: *G. Wade, 
Redcar. 

Middlesbrough.—92 houses at pprehwoed. for 
T.C, J. A. Kenyon, B.E.: *E. Sweeting & 
Son, Church-la., Middlesbrough (ys *P. Shan- 
non, Middlesbroug h (22); *h. H. nag ¢ » Son, 
Denmark-st., Middlesbrough _ R. 
— Eastbourne-rd,, Middles A ‘anh, 

Middlesbre .—22 houses at Thorntree 
estate, for T.C.: *H. W. Homer, Nut-la., Long- 
lands, Middlesbrough (10); *D. E. Dixon, Belle 
Vue-gr., Middlesbrough (12). 

mbe and Heysham.—20 houses at Dela- 
mere-av., for T.C,: "Heysham Building Co., 
Ltd., Middleton-rd. Sidings, Higher Heysham, 
Morecambe, £28,000 

Newcastle-on-T yne.—20 houses at Stamfords- 
ham-rd., Blakelaw estate, for T.C. George 
Kenyon, City A.: *R. Summerbell & Son, Ltd., 
Tyne Dock, South Shields. £24,804. 

Reochdale.—Junior school at Kirkholt estate, 
for C.B. B.S.: *A. Cassel & Sons, Ltd., 1-3, 
Teneriffe-st., Salford 7. 

Rotherham.—Kitchen and dining-rooms at 
Park-st. Secondary and Thornhil) Primary 
Schools: *Parkin (Rotherham), Ltd., £3,401 and 


£4,905. 
Rothwell.—10 houses at Daisy Bank-ave., for 





U.D.C. Cook & Culting, architects, Nelson- 

chbrs., Meeting-la., Gold- ~ Kettering : 

A. E. peg Ketterin £14,492 

z- E. Abbott & Co., Lid. Rothwell 13,198 
. C. Tann, Ltd., Finedon ee 13,147 


e J. T. Claypole & Co., Kettering _.. 

*H. Wilson & _ Fox-st., Rothwell ... 
(Subject to M.H. ‘approva:. ) 

Rowley Regis.—Houses at Brickhouse Farm . 
estate: *Linley & Sidaway (10); . Tilt & 
Sons, Grange- td., Halesowen (10). 

Rushden.—20 houses and 12 maisonettes at 
Upper Ganen st. site, for U.D.C.: *Unity 
Structures, Ltd., London, £40,805. 

Sale ale—Reconsiruction of town hall and_ex- 
tensions, for T.C. Cordingley & McIntyre, Man- 
chester, architects. Quantities 4 Hobson & 
Withington. Manchester: *J. E. Dean & Sons, 
Sale, £50,406. 

Scottish ial Housing Association, Ltd.— 
Contracts placed for period September 14 to 
October 13 :— 


13,099 
12,771 


Site Servicing. 

Pulpit Rock, Oban (20 Trad.), North of Scot- 
land Hydro- Electric Board, Oban, Supplying 
and laying electric main cable. Drumpel jer-av.. 
Coatbridge (10 Trad.), South-West Scotland 
Electricity Board, Service cable. 

House_ Erection, 

Larkfield No. 1, Greenock (300 No-Fines), 
Chisholm McConachie & Co., Grangehill Works, 
Polmont, Tubular steel railings on retaining 
walls. ‘Townhead, Coatbridge (300 various), 
James Laidlaw & Sons, Lid., 12, Playfair-st., 
Glasgow, Front fencing. Tullibody, Clackman- 
nan (90 Weir), Barnet & Norton, Ltd., 192, 
j Kirkcaldy, Division fencing. Wood- 
mill, ‘Dunfermline (36 Weir), The Marley Tile 
Co., Ltd., Cadder-rd., Bishopbri 8, Floor tiling. 
Portland. Park, Galston i rad.), Hay & 
Anderson, Broomhill Kilwinning, 
Division ames Woodwynd, i Kilwinning (100 
Trad.), James sine. Ltd., Dirans Saw Mills, 
Kilwinning, sion fencing. Spalehall, 
Newarthill (52 Kihei 52 Weir), Wm. Prentice & 
Sons, Larkhall, Handrails. Logan House, 
Lugar (44 Trad., 98 Myton Clyde); Cadder-rd 
Glasgow (104 Weir); Wester Cornton, Stirling 
(126 Weir); Loanhead, Midlothian (100 Atholl); 
Dalmellington, Ayrshire (12 Trad.); Dalmel- 
lington (200 Athol] ho]l); Patna, Ayrshire (24 Trad.) ; 
Gateside-rd., Galst fon (62 ‘Tr: ; Toryglen, 
Glasgow (192 Weir); Rosshall, Glasgow (194 
Weir); Riddochhill, Blackburn (304 Weir); 
Peaseflat, Dalkeith -(100 Atholl); Smeaton, 
Kirkcaldy (32 Trad) ; Sauchenbush, Kirkcaldy 
(350 Weir); Woodmill, Dunfermline (150 Weir) ; 
Oakley, Fife (204 Weir) ; Danderhall, Midlothian 
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60 Trad.); Shortlees, Kilmarnock 
Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192, High- 
Carfin-st., New 


q100 Atholl, 
- 54 Vi arious) ; 
, Kirke aldy, Front fencing. 
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Stevenston (36 Trad.), Wm. Loudon & Sons, 
Bellside Saw Mills, Cleland, Intermediate and 
rear stob and_ wire fencing. Watling-st. 
Motherwell (40 Timber, 94 Cellular Concrete), 
A. M. Tweedie & Co., Ltd., 44-52, Bilbao-st., 
Glasgow, Intermediate ‘and rear stob and wire 
fencing. Rosshall, Glasgow (194 Weir), Robt. 
Aitken & Sons, 20-30, So. Bridge-st., Airdrie; 
Boundary fencing. Wm. Prentice & Sons, Lark- 
hall, Handrails to back steps. Belvedere Wood, 
Bathgate (96 Trad.), James Dymock & Sons, 
Ltd., 51, North-st., Bo’ness, Plumber; The 
Hartley Electromotives, Ltd., 4, Melville-cres., 
Edinburgh, Electrical installation. 


Maintenance. 
Shortlees, Kilmarnock (11 Flat  Roofed), 
Kilmarnock, 


Oliver Graham, 2, Bank-pl., C 
Painter. 15-21, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh, 
7.2. Dick, 52, Henderson-st., Edinburgh 6, 
Painter. Bruce- gdns., Inverness (2 Weir), Ken- 
neth Chisholm & Sons, 47, High-st., Inverness, 
Painier. Cambuslang, Lanarkshire (6 Weir), 
John McLaren, 11, Cadzow-st., Hamilton, 
Painter. 

Shefheld.—Reinstatement and _ reconditioning 
of a concert hall, Ranceby Hospital, near Slea- 
ford, for Kegional Hospital Board. Vallance & 
Westwick, Architects & §., White Hart-chbrs., 
Mansfield: G. C. Munton, ‘Westcliffe-rd., Rusk- 
ingion, near Sleaford, Lincs. 

Shrewsbury.—72 houses at Spring Field es- 
tate, for T.C.: *Geo. Whitby & Co., £99,594. 

Southampton. —New infants’ school at Tan- 
ner’s Brook, for C. B. Oswald Milne (F.), 


PRILCS: Quantities by Veale & Sanders, 
. 
J. Bulien, Ashurst, Hants . £87,529 
RAE el Building Contractors, 
Pug 77,840 
E. Jukes & Son, Ltd., Southampton 77,265 
me & Son, . 1, Seward-st., 
Goswell-rd., London, E.C.1_... «- 73,641 








SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 








London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 





BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut without waste — chase, nail, 
screw, plug, with ease 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W.2 PADdington 9091 
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Sunderland.—Pariial rebuilding of stores at 
Faweett-st., for Binns, Ltd. Architects, W. & 
ae Milburn, 17, Faweett-st., Sunderland : 
*Leslie & Co., Woodlands-rd. Darlington. 

Tynemouth.—Junior department at Colling- 


wood School, for E.C. G. H. Gray, architect, 
Camden-st., North Shields: *M. J. Liddell & 
Sons, Hunters-rd., Gosforth, Northumberland, 


£96,485. 

Weardale.—40 houses at Paragon-st., for 
R.D.C. Architect, J. J. Eltringham, Derwent- 
st., Blackhill: *H. Ayton & Sons, George-st., 
Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Weardale.—16 houses for R.D.C.: *R. 
Gallacher & Sons, Cemetery-rd., Biacihil. 

Wolverton.—71 dwellings at Debbs Barn 
estate, Stony Stratford: *Betts & Faulkner, 
Ltd., Stony Stratford, £99,291 

CORRECTION, 

We regret that the name of the general con- 
tractors for the M.E.R.L. Station, East Kilbride, 
given in our last issue was wrongly attributed. 
The successful firm was James Miller & 
Partners, | Ltd., 18, George- st., Edinburgh, 2. 
The location of the station is Lanarkshire and 
not Midlothian. 


SCAFFOLDING <= 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
[| ERECTION CRADLES 


























WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 








Patent 


Boyle's -.c*s2.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2679 





IN USE 
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"Three Generations of Building” 














BUILDING EXHIBITION 


The National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the London Master Builders 
Association extend a cordial invitation to all 
builders visiting the Building Exhibition this 
month to call on them in their Club Room there 


This announcement appears by courtesy of 


GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 














